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orkers at The Daily Tele- 
aph have launched a cam- 
ign to re-instate a col- 


Lepsy. 
More than half the 2,000- 
strong workforce have signed a 
petition to the management call- 
ing for Ian Corner to be given his 
job back. 
Louisa Bull, mother of the 
chapel for SOGAT clerical work- 
ers at the Telegraph, said: “Ian is 
being discriminated against on 
_ the grounds of his health.” 
Mr Corner, 26, worked in the 
_ tele-ads department.and had one 
attack of epilepsy, which lasted 
10 minutes, while at work. 

“At a meeting on 25 January 
with union officials present, the 
“management said I was being 
asked to go for health reasons 
d that there was no fault with. 
my work,” he said. 

But Jeremy Deedes, Executive 
Editor of the Telegraph, said that 
‘Mr Corner was not sacked, be- 
cause he still had one week to go 
of a 3-month probationary 
Seed. He was not offered a 
_ permanent job for a variety of 
_ reasons — his health, the standard 
_ of his work and the fact he had 
‘not put a 9-week.job with East 
_Midlands_ Associated Press 
( ) on his job application. 
_ “Itis not the case that we have 
sacked someone for being an 
_ epileptic.” said Mr Deedes. “If 
you were to substitute some- 
¥ thing less emotive than epilepsy, 
I suspect the outcome would 
_ have been the same.” 
__ Tan Corner says the EMAP job 
‘was not relevant to his work at 
3 the Telegraph. He left the com- 
_ pany of his own accord because 
he had to work outside and felt 
unhappy about having an epilep- 
tic attack while crossing a road. 
___ A 2-page letter from the doc- 
tor to the Telegraph manage- 
ment, stating that Mr Corner’s 
epilepsy was stable and that it 
- would not affect the quality of 
his work, appears to have been 
ignored. 
Telegraph staff, who demons- 
trated in support of Mr Corner’s 
_ fre-instatement on 28 January, 
_ were asked by the management 
to sign a guarantee that they 
would cause no more disruption 
‘before they were allowed back 
at work. 
_ Meanwhile Mr Corner, who 
has worked at The Standard and 
- Lloyd’s List, is unable to get un- 
employment benefit for 13 
_ weeks. “They have attacked my 
_ honesty and health,” he said. “I 
am a good worker and I want to 
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vindicate my position.” 
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Heat er King with one-day-old Emma Louise 


Happy ending for Heather 


Heather and Tony King are’ the 
proud parents of Emma Louise, 
now nearly a month old. “We 
have always dreamed of a baby”, 
says Heather. “It would make our 
family complete.” 

Their achievement has not 
been without a struggle. 

Both parents are in wheel- 
chairs. Heather, 30, lost a leg due 
to bone cancer when she was 10 
and Tony, 32, is severely dis- 
abled with cp. They live in an 
adapted flat at Keynsham, near 
Bristol. 

When Heather was 5 months 
pregnant, Avon social services- 
suggested that the baby should 
be fostered because she and her 
husband would have difficulty 
looking after it. 

“I do everything for my hus- 
band —I wash him, dress him, get 
him up and put him to bed—soI 
am sure I will be able to cope 
with a baby”, said Heather. 

The couple were supported in 
their desire to keep their baby by 
their GP and MP Jack Aspinwall. 
At a meeting of doctors and so- 
cial workers it was finally de- 


DN on tape 


Disability Now is now available 
on tape. If you would like a copy 
— which at the moment is free — 
please contact Gayle Mooney, 
tel: 01-636 5020 ext 244. 
(People who have already con- 
tacted us are on the mailing list. ) 
DN is also available on 3" disc 
to people using an Amstrad 
CPC6128 fitted with 2 switches 
and on 5” disc for the BBC “B” 
and BBC “Master” computers. 
Contact Steve Barnard or Greg 
at Princess Marina Centre, fel: 
(02407) 4231 for your free disc. 


cided to give the Kings max- 
imum support and see how they 
coped. 

“Avon Social Services Depart- 
ment have behaved impecc- 
ably”, says Jack Aspinwall. “They 
have been very supportive and 
they have installed a telephone 
for the Kings”. 

Other disabled couples have 
not been so lucky. 

Last year, a couple with men- 
tal handicap living in Wol- 
verhampton were not only un- 
able to keep their new baby but 
were only told of the authority’s 
plan to make it a ward of court 
shortly before the birth. 

In Cheltenham, a physically 
disabled couple have had to run 
the gauntlet of adverse com- 
ments about having a baby and 
coping. Computer programmer 
Louise Medus expects her baby 
in May. She has no arms or legs 
(because her mother took thali- 
domide ) and her husband, John, 
is partially sighted. 

But they are going ahead, with 
the help ofa live-in nanny. 

“There are some things I will 
not be able to do”, says Louise, 
“but I shall have a go at every- 
thing.” . 

For parents who have coped, see 
pages 10-12 
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split over £5m fund 


Major disability organisa- 
tions are split about the Gov- 
ernment’s new trust fund to 
help the most severely dis- 
abled people live indepen- 
dently in the community. Up 
to £5 million will be available 
from April. 

After strong pressure from dis- 
ability organisations, who feared 
that severely disabled people, 
claiming benefit after 11 April 
could lose up to £40 or £50 a 
week, the Government prom- 
ised some extra help. 

But the creation of the fund 
has angered many of the orga- 
nisations, who wanted the extra 
help to be part of the main social 
security system. : 

Announcing the fund on 9 


February, Nicholas Scott, Minis- — 


ter for Social Security and the 
Disabled, said he -particularly 
welcomed the co-operation of 
the Disablement Income Group 
and its Scottish equivalent who 
will be co-operating with the 
DHSS in setting up the trust. 
Organisations like the British 
Council of Disabled People, Dis- 
ability Alliance, MENCAP, 
RADAR, RNIB and The Spastics 


Society see the scheme as “a tra- 
gic abdication of responsibility” 
by the Government. 

RADAR is concerned that the 
scheme is cash limited, will help 
only about 300 people, although 
thousands will also lose out to a 
lesser extent, and that it takes 

- away the statutory right of peo- 
ple to benefit. 

“I believe that it could be the 
first move towards transferring 
responsibility for all disability 
payments to voluntary organis- 
tions,’ says RADAR director 
George Wilson. 

Pauline Thompson, director 
of DIG, points out that the £5m 
is an interim measure for the 
year 1988-89 and that DIG only 
agreed to co-operate with the 
DHSS on that basis. 

“We won't be running the 
fund nor be involved in assess- 
ment procedures,’ she says, 

- “and because the trust is inde- 
pendent of us, we will have the. 
right to criticise the fund as we 
can the rest of the social security 
system.” és 

She sees the fund as a wel- 
come admission by the Govern- 

continued on page 3 


‘Cruiser’ Powered Wheelchair 


Compact and highly manoeuvrable, 


‘Sapphire’ Scooter 
Easy controls to give you the 
freedom to explore the town 

and country. 


Powered Wheelchairs O 
Patient Lifting Aids 
Commodes & Toilet Aids (1 
Complete set of Leaflets 


this chair will give the 
independence required to enable 
you to enjoy everyday life. 
Available with a Kerb 

Climbing device, it is 

suitable for both indoor 

and outdoor use. 
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Manual Wheelchairs 

Walking Aids 

Bathroom Aids 

Patient Care & Physiotherapy Aids 


Please tick appropriate box for the literature/demonstration you require and post the coupon to: 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now 12 Park Crescent London WIN 4EQ 


Special 
no-payments 

We should like to draw your 
attention to an inconsistency in 
the distribution of the so-called 
“Special Payment” to recipients 
of various social security be- 
nefits following an error in calcu- 
lating the Retail Price Index. 

We or our partners are all phy- 
sically handicapped and in re- 
ceipt of at least two benefits — 
Attendance Allowance and 
Mobility Allowance. Some also 
draw Invalidity Benefit, etc. 

Those who normally draw 
their benefits separately have re- 
ceived up to £8 Special Payment 
for each. But those who have a 
single combined allowance 
book find that they have only 
one payment of £8, a loss of £16 
in some cases — a trifling sum to 
many, but a significant amount 
on a tight budget. 

Do we let our “caring govern- 
ment” get away with yet another 
camouflage job? They admit 
their error, make a big publicity 
splash about amending it — and 
then this. 

Fiddling the DHSS is an indict- 
able offence, but when the boot 
is on the other foot? Another 
double standard. 
Barry Baines 
Personal Social 
search Unit 
University of Kent at Canterbury 
Vanessa & Gregory Cuttress 
Jean & John Webster 
Barbara & Malcolm Foster 
Chris Allen 
Clive Wilson 
Thank you for bringing this in- 
justice to light. A letter has been 
sent to Nicholas Scott, Minister 
for the Disabled — Editor. 


False assumption 


I was saddened by the letter 
from Ms Wilde on medical negli- 
gence (DN February ). This was, 
firstly, because she had obvious- 


Services Re- 


Gateway to anew world... 


Simple, yet versatile, this robust, 
motorised pointer board is the gateway 
product in our range of tools for the 
disabled. It is supplied with the modular 
touch switch, which was developed in 
conjunction with Chailey Heritage. 
Alternatively, you can choose from one 


of the other switches in our wide range. 
These include footswitches, medium 


ly suffered and was continuing to 
do so. My second concern was 
her incorrect assumption that 
“no-fault compensation” was 
being advocated so that doctors 
could avoid being taken to court. 

The main justification for hav- 
ing some system different from 
that currently in operation is 
that those who have been vic- 
tims of medical accidents can get 
support and recompense with- 
out having to prove negligence. 

How often have I sat as an ex- 
pert medical witness to see one 
child with cerebral palsy benefit 
because a case has been proven 
and another, equally handicap- 
ped, leave with nothing. 

Ms Wilde’s manifesto will do 
little other than increase con- 
frontation and defensive medi- 
cine when we need to work 
together to improve the lot of 
victims of medical accidents. 

The Spastics Society could 
take a lead in this. It has so far 
failed to do so. 

Gordon M Stirrat MA, MD, 
FRCOG 
Department 
Gynaecology 
Bristol Maternity Hospital 


Enquiry left out 


Your report on so called “no 
fault” compensation (DN Janu- 
ary) does a disservice to your 
readers and to all those who 
would like to see a constructive 
debate on medical accidents. 
The report fails to make clear 
that it arose from the same 
NAHA conference referred to in 
the item reported on the same 
page relating to complaints. At 
that conference, although speak- 
ers did make ,the points which 
you have covered, the clear mes- 
sage which came through from 
all the speakers was that the 
issue was a complex one and “no 
fault” was a glib expression 
which by no means represented 
the answer to the numerous 
problems associated with 


of Obstetrics & 
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Brown who work at the Park Crescent head office. 


medical accidents. 

You make no mention of the 
paper which I presented to the 
conference which outlined the 
case for an enquiry, not into “no 
fault” compensation but into the 
best way to provide for com- 
pensation and accountability. 

Support for that proposal was 
virtually unanimous from all the 
speakers on the platform and I 
cannot understand how you can 
write an article which arises 
from a conference and exclude 
reference to what was clearly 
the consensus at that confer- 
ence. 

Arnold Simanowitz 

Director 

Action for the Victims of Medical 
Accidents 

24 Southwark St, London SE1 


The article on “no-fault com- 
pensation” did not arise from 
the NAHA conference, but was 
planned and researched in adv- 
ance. It was intended to be a 
general look at the problems of 
the present system of compensa- 
tion in Britain and how this 
alternative works in New Zea- 
land and Sweden. 

Mr Simanowittz’s view, ex- 
pressed at the conference, that a 
full enquiry should be set up 
was included in the article but 
had to be cut due to lack of 
Space — Editor. 


Who are SB Systems? 


Many of you will already know Bob 
Blackburn, a skilled engineer who has 
been working with the disabled for 
over 20 years. Bob has worked for 
Possum Controls and, more recently, 
Telemachus. In 1987, he teamed up with 
Peter Bell, and SB Systems began to 
develop its range of products and 


services. 


Our products are robust and long- 
lasting. Switch inputs are offered on 

30 day sale or return and prices include 
the cost of wiring to a connector of your 


choice. 


After sales service 


Continuity of support from a 
manufacturer is important. The 
equipment we manufacture is serviced 
and repaired at our own premises. 


Sequal. 


pressure switches, joysticks, slide 


switches and pneumatic switches. 
Working with the disabled 


We also service and repair other 
manufacturers’ equipment, eg. we 
repair Touch Talkers and Light Talkers 
for Liberator, and a wide range of 
equipment owned by the charity 


Our staff are friendly and 
knowledgable, and we are keen to 
ensure that you find a solution to your 
problem. Phone Bob or Peter now 

for your catalogue. 


SBS Y Sb Ii 
Thame, Oxfordshire @ 084 421 5681 


Name change 


I fully agree with the comments 
made by Chris Channon about 
the continued use of the word 
“spastics” by The Spastics Socie- 
ty (DN, February ). So, too, does 
my husband, John Cox. 

One of the first suggestions he 
made to the Executive Council 
on becoming director four years 
ago was that the word “spastic” 
was inappropriate. However, as 
director he could only advise, 
and could not make such a sug- 
gestion policy. The associated 
societies are, of course, auton- 
omous. 

We note that this matter is on 
the chairman’s agenda for 1988 
and we hope that this objective 
will be achieved. Not only has 
John been absolutely concerned 
to meet the needs of cerebral 
palsied people in any way that 
might be helpful, but also that 
they should always be accorded 
the respect that they deserve. 

I have been saddened to read 
Mr Channon’s comment, and it is 
because I feel that perhaps this 
was’ made upon’'a misunder- 
standing that I write this letter, 
as John leaves the Society. 

Anne Cox 
Liss, Hants 


Dear Yvonne... 


I read with interest and stunned 
admiration of your wonderful 
scheme “to reduce the numbers 
of handicapped people in 
France”, (DN January). I hope 
DN will allow me to make a few 
comments on your plans and 
suggest some refinements. 

Perhaps I should begin by 
saying that as a disabled person I 
had a fairly happy childhood, 
with plenty of loving support 
and understanding from my 
family. But please think of my 
family and others like us as an 
aberration. We would not wish 
to stand (or sit) in the way of 
achieving a perfect society. 

I’m a little unclear as to your 
exact criteria for euthanasia — is 
it because disabled children are 
unhappy, or because the family 
suffers? If unhappiness, surely 
you should be prepared to bump 
off all unhappy people and not 
just disabled babies? If it is suffer- 
ing brought about by disability, 
what of children or adults who 
become disabled later in life? To 
be fair, shouldn’t disability ac- 
quired at any stage of life be a 
reason for euthanasia? 

The biggest problem I forsee 
is with actual disposal. Why not 
combine the slaughter of dis- 
abled people with French nuc- 
lear testing? I realise that in the 
long run nuclear testing means 
even more disabled people, but 
if France is prepared to inflict 
such suffering on the peoples of 
the South Pacific, its egalitarian 
instincts should drive it to shoul- 
der that burden itself. 

George Theobald 
In-Valid? 
Bradford 


oodbye, goodbye — John Cox hugs sisters Carol (left) and Irene 


DN’s diary column : 
by Julian Marshall j 


Motown blues | 


The meaning of the cliché “a 
battle’s not over untilthelast 
shot is fired” has certainly been ' 
rammed home to the 90,000-- 
plus wheelchair users in Detroit, — 
heart of America’s motor 
transport industry. Disabled ; 
campaigners succeeded in / 
getting 257 of the city’s 800 i 
buses fitted with lifts. But as a 
group of them proved, after 
waiting 3-hours at a bus stop 
(monitored by a local TV 
station ), none of the adapted ; 
buses will pick them up. : = 
Detroit’s Department of 
Transportation has circulateda — 
memo instructing drivers not to — 


; 
| 


+ 


use the lifts because they have 
not been —and will not be— 
maintained, and many have been — 
disconnected. A suit has been | 
filed against the department for 
violating the Michigan 
Handicapper (ugh! ) Civil Rights 
Act, which requires public 
services to accommodate | 
disabled people. 


Dangerous 


One would have thought that 
with $20 million to spend on 
renovating the University of 
Minnesota chemistry lab, some 
could have been put aside to 
improve access. But no—by 
order of Emeritus Professor of 
Chemistry Stewart Fenton. He 
instructed that the lab should be 
designed to exclude disabled 
people on the grounds that they 
are a danger. “No question about 
it. They (disabled people ) can’t 
move as rapidly, they can’t use 
their hands in many cases,” said 
the Prof. “I’m personally 
concerned about subjecting 
non-handicapped students to 
the hazards of handicapped 
students.” Believing that there is 
some question about it, disabled 
students have filed a writ. 


Disintegration 

Presenting a “Fit for Work” 
award, given to employers who 
have made commendable efforts - 
to encourage employment and 
better work conditionsfor 
disabled people, SDP leader 
Robert Maclennan made an 
intelligent and perceptive 
speech on the current 
employment prospects for 
disabled people. He made no 
mention of what proportion of 
the award winner’s staff were 
disabled. Which is a shame given 
that the winner was Dounreay 
Nuclear Power Development 
Establishment, and therefore 
liable to unexpectedly increase 
its proportion of disabled 
workers (if you count bone 
cancer and leukaemia ) at any 
time — perhaps even to 100 per 
cent? 


Fowl play 

Lord Snowdon had a fowl, not to — 
say eggsasperating experience 
ona Brighton to London train in 
January when he spent the trip 
locked in a metal cage with 
squawking chickens. It took half 
an hour of shouting before he 
and his wheelchair-using friend 
were let out by a guard, he told 
Vogue magazine. They were 
there, surprise surprise, because 
the cage was the only available 
wheelchair accommodation. 


Contributions, please, to DN | 


DHSS benefit 
delays ruled. 
to be legal 


_A group of charities, local au- 
_ thorities and advice organisa- 
_ tions has failed in a bid to prove 
- the Department of Health and 

Social Security is breaking the 
_ law over the administration of 


_ benefit claims. 
The National Association of 
Citizens Advice Bureaux 


(NACAB ), Child Poverty Action 
_ Group and the London boroughs 
of Islington and Hackney took 
_ the Secretary of State for Social 
' Services, John Moore, to the 
_ High Court, claiming that the de- 
lay in processing claims was un- 
lawful. 
The coalition accused the 
Government of bringing the be- 
_ nefit system to a state of “virtual 
_ collapse” and of causing great 
_ hardship to claimants who had 
- to wait up to 60 days for their 
_ money. The 1975 Social Security 
- Act says that claims should be 
_ dealt with by the DHSS within 14 
days, “so far as practicable.” 
But Mr Justice Schiemann re- 
fused to compel the DHSS to pro- 
cess Claims within this time be- 
cause he said it was not stated in 
the law. 
_ NACAB claims that under- 
staffing, particularly in inner city 
benefit offices, has led to the de- 
lay in processing claims. It is not 
convinced that the new social 
security system to be introduc- » 
ed in April will ease the problem. 


Split over £5m fund 
continued from page 1 

ment of a need among severely 
_ disabled people that should be 
met. “We hope that in the short 
term we can help to make it 
work. But we shall carry on with 
our petition to include severely 
disabled people in the social 
security system.” 

“The Spastics Society is ex- 

- tremely concerned about the 
fund,” says its lobbyist Brian 
_ Lamb. “We have no clear idea 
who is going to benefit from it. 
Certainly, very few severely dis- 
abled people will, and there will 
be nothing for those who are 
_ £40, £30 or £20 a week worse 
off, if they are new claimants af- 
ter April. This is small recom- 
pense for the money which will 
be unavailable to support sev- 
_ erely disabled people.” 
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Apply for the post of 


ASSISTANT » 


PR needs. 
You’llassist: 


publications, 


_Help publicise how arts work in London! 


PR AND PUBLICATIONS 


for GREATER LONDON ARTS 


- andhelp service GLA’s press liaison, publicity, publications and 


— with the regular publication and distribution of GLA’s two magazines and other 


— ‘developing and consolidating a good relationship withthemediaand 
strengthening links with a wide range of voluntary and statutory organisations, 
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Will he frighten the children? 


Mary Wilkinson reports 
Organisations of disabled people 
and MPs are planning a meeting 
in the Commons on 9 March in 
support of a disabled actor who 
says he was turned down fora TV 
part because his disability would 
frighten children. 

Nabil Shaban is known for his 
work in many plays, including 
Jonathan Miller’s The Emperor 
(shown on BBC2 in February) 
and in the Dr Who series. He has 
brittle bones and uses a wheel- 
chair. 

He claims he was virtually 
offered the leading role of Eras- 
mus Microman in a new TV 
series for children being made 
by an independent company, 
Mirageland, for Granada Televi- 
sion. It is the first production 
Mirageland has made with Gra- 
nada funding. 

“John Slater, the Mirageland 


. producer, told me he was 90 per 


cent sure he wanted me for the 
part, but that the decision was 
dependent on Granada”, says 
Shaban. 

Shaban’s agent, Derek Webster, 
who was also at the meeting, 
says: “I was convinced that he 
was going to get the part”. 

Unfortunately, Shaban was 
already booked to play Hamlet in 
a touring production this spring. 

Alistair Ramsey, artistic direc- 
tor of the Cleveland Theatre 
Company, says he spent 46 mi- 
nutes on the phone assuring 
himself that John Slater really 
wanted Shaban and trying to sort 
out the clash with theatre re- 
hearsals. He asked for the 
Mirageland shooting schedules 
(and received them). Persuaded 
that Slater was serious, he went 
away to reorganise dates. 

Later, when nothing was 
heard, Webster phoned Mirage- 
land and was told it looked as if 
Shaban would not get the part. © 

Shaban then phoned Slater. 
“He told me there was a worry at 
Granada that I was too frighten- 
ing. When I asked him to clarify 


. what he meant, he said that in 


view of my disability and wheel- 
chair, there was a worry that the 
children would not watch future 
programmes in the series. He 


- said nothing about my face. But 
-when I said I would draw atten- 


tion to the decision, he said ‘If 
you do that, I’m going to have to 
say you weren’t a good actor for 
the part.’” 

Shaban contacted Equity, the 


G 


actors’ union, and several dis- 
ability organisations. 

Granada’s Manchester head- 
quarters were picketed on 25 
January and about 50 people, in- 
cluding Labour MPs _ Harry 
Barnes and Jeremy Corbin, de- 
monstrated outside the Indepen- 
dent Broadcasting Authority in 
London on 8 February. Jonathan 
Miller, among others, wrote to 
The Guardian in suppott. 

Harry Barnes has put down an 
early day motion in the Com- 
mons condemning Granada’s de- 
cision and urging the Home 
Office and the All Party Disable- 
ment Group to consider more 
effective anti-discrimination leg- 
islation. So far 34 Labour MPs 
have signed it. 

A spokesperson for Granada 
says that 4 actors were consi- 
dered for the part before Mirage- 
land suggested Ken Campbell, 
“and Granada concurred. The 
decision had nothing to do with 
Nabil Shaban’s disability. If dis- 
ability had been a problem, he 
would never have been consi- 
dered in the first place.” 

John Slater makes the same 
point, adding, “the character and 
script.did not need a disabled 
person to play the lead role.” 

He questions Ramsey’s ver- 
sion of events. Ramsey, he says, 
wanted “some thousands of 
pounds” for releasing Shaban 
and re-scheduling the dates. “I 
never asked him to re-schedule. I 
said I was not prepared to pay 
that sum of money.” 

According to Slater, the deci- 
sion against Shaban was taken by 
3 Mirageland. members and 
David Liddiment, Granada’s 
commissioning executive for 
light entertainment, after each — 
separately — saw Shaban’s .clips 
from previous roles. “We all 


Nabil Shaban and supporters picketing Granada TV last month. * 


* Don Tonge 


without discussion. He wasn’t 
the right person for this part. 


None of us thought he came- 


across as a sympathetic person.” 

When Shaban phoned, “I 
didn’t want to grasp the nettle of 
saying he was not a good enough 
actor, that he lacked sympathy, 
and what I said got miscon- 
strued. In his face, in the parts he 
portrayed, he came across as a 
very frightening person.” 

John Whitney,  director- 
general of the IBA, has written to 
Shaban saying he is satisfied that 
Granada handled matters “prop- 
erly and fairly.” 

Equity has found no basis for 
alleging discrimination by Gra- 
nada. Nothing, of course, was put 
in writing. 

Nabil Shaban*hopes the affair 
will at least shake Granada and 
influence other TV companies. 
“It’s easy to have an equal oppor- 
tunities policy”, he says, “and not 
so easy to make it a reality.” 


ILEA abolition 
“will shatter 
special education 
services” | 


The future of specialist educa- 
tion services for disabled chil- 
dren and adults in London is un- 
certain after Education Secretary 
Kenneth Baker’s announcement 
in February that the Education 
Reform Bill will dissolve the In- 
ner London Education Authority. 

A spokesman for ILEA said: 
“The provisions which ILEA has 
pioneered for people with dis- 
abilities are bound to be shat- 
tered by abolition. ‘ 

“Individual boroughs, many of 
them heavily rate-capped and 
lacking funds, would hardly be in 
the position to maintain the 
comprehensive range of special 
education services provided by 
ILEA.? 

“It’s going to pose enormous 
problems for some of the smaller 
or poorer boroughs, and present 
problems of provision for minor- 
ity handicaps,” said Freddie 
Green, Director of Education for 
The Spastics Society. 

He predicts that more chil- 
dren with disabilities may be 
placed in mainstream schools, 
but without the support they 
need. 

In his speech to the Commons 
announcing ILEA’s dissolution, 
Mr Baker said that boroughs 
might want to join together to 
provide some services such as 
special needs education. 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Education. said it 
would be up to_ individual 


‘boroughs to organise such an 


arrangement as it will not be in- 
cluded in the Act. The Education 
Secretary does have powers to 
require boroughs to set up joint | 
education committees. 

It was too early to say anything 
definite about the arrangements 
for special needs education, she 
added. 


RT ETD 
Next month: the effects of the 
Government’s white paper on 
Training and Employment. 


Glide upstairs 


on aStannah 


No more problems with stairs. Just sit 
on a Stannah stairlift, press the button 
and glide up and down in complete 

safety. Saves changing your house 
around or moving home. Easily 
installed to fit curved or straight 
stairs. No mess. Folds back — gets 
in nobody's way. Nationwide 
service. Fully meets British 


Stairlift. 


Standards of Safety. Fillin the 
coupon below — no stamp _ oh 


needed. Post ‘sf 
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— providing appropriate marketing and publicity advice as well as developing the 
internal press cuttings service within the Association, 
— identifying and supervising the Association’s research needs, in co-operation 
with the Director and arts officers, 
— co-ordinating all the Association's advertising. 
You'll need: 
— experience in journalism or press liaison work, ; x 
— some familiarity with production work ona publication, including copy-writing, 
editing and proof-reading skills, basic typing and the ability to work under 
deadline pressure, 
— tobe able to communicate clearly and concisely, both verballyand on paper, 
with colleagues, the public and the media. ae ; 
The ability to adhere to GLA’s Equal Opportunities Policy is essential. 
Salary scale: NJC Spinal Points 21-28, £10,254-£1 2,387, including London 
af Weighting. 
Full details and application forms from: The Director, Greater London Arts, 
9 White Lion Street, London N1 9PD. Please quote Ref: PRA 7. Closing date 
for receipt of completed applications: Monday 28 March 1 988. 
_ Greater London Arts welcome applications from all sections of the community 
k seen ofan individual's sex, race, colour, ethnic or national origin, marital 
DS 


came to the same conclusion 
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SOUTH WEST LONDON COLLEGE 
COUNSELLING SECTION 
SKILLS FOR DISABLED 
COUNSELLORS 


Introductory courses in Counselling 
Skills for people with disabilities and 
those working in the field of disability. 
Residential course 31st May—2nd 
June ’88 at: All Saints Pastoral Centre, 
St. Albans, Herts. FEE: Approx £60 . 
Evening course every Wed. 6.30-9 
pm starts 2nd March '88 until 1st June 
at: 48 Boundary Rd. London NW8. 
FEE: Approx £43.40 eae 
The courses can be attended indi- 
vidually or in conjunction. 

Details from: The Secretary, South 
West London College, Counselling 
Section, Wyvil Road Annexe, Wyvil 
Road, London SW8 2TJ. Tel: 01-720- 
7553 


Address 


j Tel: 


f Please post — no stamp needed — to Stannah Stairlifts National HQ 
Dept7783 FREEPOST, Andover SP10 3BR. Tel: (0264) 64311 (24 hours). | 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Base poll tax 
relief on income 
not disability 
says Labour MP 


The steady passage of the Local 
Government Finance Bill 
(which seeks to introduce a poll 


tax ) took a more optimistic turn 
for people with disabilities when 
an amendment was introduced 
at the committee stage last 
month by Matthew Taylor (Lib ). 

The principle behind the 
amendment was that the best 
way of ensuring proper treat- 
ment for disabled people is to 
ensure proper treatment for all. 

This could be achieved, 
argued Mr Taylor, by basing re- 
lief on income, which would 
reflect that disabled people are 
generally worse off than the 
average, rather than on disability 
itself. Poll tax rebates of up to 
100 per cent, with reasonable 
thresholds or a banding system 
to protect people on low incom- 
es, should be allowed. 

The amendment would also 
guard against disabled people 
being forced into institutions be- 
cause poll tax makes it too ex- 
pensive to live at home or inde- 
pendently. 

The amendment is supported 


Celebrating women’s 
strength and voices 


of struggle. 


Hackney Council is celebrating International Women's Day this 
year with a fortnight of events. 


Special dates for your diary. 
March 8 — International Women’s Day. March from 
Stoke Newington Assembly Hall, Stoke Newington 
Church Street, N16 at 2p.m. to Hackney Town Halll, ~ 
Mare Street, E8 for 4p.m.-6p.m. rally. 
March 9 — “Struggles in the UK" —- Speakers, 
including Amrit Wilson and Natasha Sivanandan. 
Open discussion. Hackney Town Hall. 7.30p.m. 


March 10 — “Let itbe told”. Jointlaunch by Virago 
and Hackney Council Women’s Unit of book by 
Black women writers. Hackney Town Hall. 7.30p.m. 
March 12 —Arts and Sports activities (including 
fencing, circus skills, dance and drumming etc). Women- 
only. George Sylvester Sports Centre, Wilton Way, E8, Clissold “& 
Baths, Clissold Road, N16 and at Clapton Pool, Lower Clapton, 
E5. All day. phone 739 7600 for details. 
March 12 —Guided women’s walk along River Lea. Meet 
Hackney Marsh Main Car Park, Homerton Road, E5. 1p.m. 
March 14 — International Women's Solidarity Evening. 
Speakers from different countries, exhibits, films, food, crafis. 
Hackney Town Hall. 7.30p.m. 
For full programme about these and other community events, 
information about creches and trans; for women with 
disabilities — phone The Women’s Unit on 986 3123 (ext. 417) 
or 533 2216. 
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No tools needed, one 
size only will fit most 
household chairs. 

@ Fully adjustable to any width 


will suit your favourite chair. 

@ Safe and easy to manoeuvre 
even on Carpets. 

@ A heavy duty webbing securing 
strap with non slip buckle ensures 
safe positioning. 

@ Folds neatly away into a carry 
bag. 


T please send me further details on the Mobility Aid 


ease send me further details on the Mobility Aid 
Name Position 
Hospital/Practice 
Address 
Phone 
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by among others, the National 
Council of Voluntary Organisa- 
tions, RADAR, MENCAP and The 
Spastics Society. 

It would replace the proposed 
exemptions for the “severely 
mentally handicapped”, which 
Mr Taylor said was a meaningless 
and subjective category made 
possible only by “intrusive and 
possibly traumatic examina- 
tions”. Disability should be de- 
fined automatically and unobtru- 
sively, he said. 

Mr Taylor withdrew the 
amendment after being assured 
that his points would be fully 
considered and discussed later 
in the passage of the bill. 


Ending embryo 
research would 
be “callous 


brutality” 


In what was generally regarded 
as a good-humoured and well- 
balanced debate, the Commons 
discussed the Human Fertilisa- 
tion and Embryology white pap- 
er last month. 

The paper focussed on the 
arguments for and against using 
human “pre-embryos” (0-14 
days old) for research into in vit- 
ro fertilisation techniques and 
detecting and preventing gene- 
tic diseases. 

Health Minister Tony Newton 
said that although the results of 
this research could bring great 
happiness, it also raised ethical, 
social and legal questions for 
society as a whole. 

He said there was a tension 
between protecting the early 


embryo and giving as much help 
as possible to couples who are 
infertile or at risk of transmitting 
hereditary diseases. 

The white paper offers 2 
alternative clauses: an all-out ban 
on research, or allowing it under 
strict control by legislation. MPs 
will be offered a free vote, prob- 
ably next session. 


Dafydd Wigley, MP 

The debate produced an all- 
party agreement that some areas 
of research would be regarded as 
unethical and made a criminal 
offence, including the creation, 
by cloning, of embryos with pre- 
determined traits, and the crea- 
tion of half-human, half-animal 
hybrids. 

The most impassioned speech 
came from Dafydd Wigley (Plaid 
Cymru ), who lost 2 teenage sons 
with Sanfilippo syndrome. “To 
close the shutters on the faint ray 
of hope for families suffering 
genetic disorders, would be cal- 
lous and calculating brutality,” 
he said. Research was moving so 


quickly that it raised hopes of — 


soon identifying embryos with 


defective genes and implanting ~ 


those without disorders. 


Before 14 days the embryo ~ 


(smaller than “oth ofa full stop ) 
was composed of undifferenti- 
ated cells, had no nervous sys- 
tem and often failed to implant 
anyway. In other words, it was at 
a pre-individual identity stage, 
he said. 

Mr Wigley stressed the enor- 
mous strain profound disability 
could have on a family, often re- 
sulting in marriage breakdown, 
suicides and strain on other chil- 
dren, as well as a massive finan- 
cial and psychological effect. 

To suggest that advocates of 
research placed a lesser value on 
disabled children or were in 
some way un-Christian, was 
“offensive, arrogant and ignor- 
ant”, he said. 

Labour front 
spokesperson on women’s 
affairs, Jo Richardson, was in 
favour of setting up a statutory 
authority to oversee research. 

Genetic defects occur in 2-5 
per cent of all live births, 
accounting for 40-50 per cent of 
deaths in childhood, she said. All 
women at risk should have the 
right to start a pregnancy know- 
ing it would result in a healthy 
child. 

Sir Bernard Braine (Con) 
chairman of the all-party pro-life 
group, said it was a fallacy that 
embryo research could be of any 
use in detecting and preventing 
genetic diseases, and that we 
should not have the power to 
play God. The law gives more 
protection to animals than was 
proposed for humans, he said. 


bench 


HOUSE OF LORDS 


Councils can 
refuse contracts 
to breakers of 
3% quota law 


The Government suffered its 
first defeat on the Local Govern- 
ment Bill in the Lords, when 
peers voted by 128 to 119 on 16 
February to give local author- 


' ities power to question potential 


contractors about their employ- 


@ Manufactured from 
lightweight tough alloy. 


@ Secure wheel locks on 
the back castors ensure 
complete safety. 


4) . @ Telescopic foot rest/ 

~ adjustable for width. 

@ Reverse the chair and limited 
independent movement can be 
achieved. 


ment of disabled people and 
note their replies. 

Lord Caithness, Environment 
Minister in the Lords, had 
opposed the motion, arguing it 
was the Department of Employ- 
ment’s job to enforce this par- 
ticular law, not councils. 

The successful amendment 
was put by Lord Basnett (Lab), 
the former general secretary of 
the Transport and General 


Workers union, who argued that 
disabled people have more dif- 
ficulty finding jobs and the num- 
ber of companies ignoring the 
statutory 3 per cent quota sys- 


THERAPY 


Now please post — no stamp needed | 
Camp Therapy, FREEPOST, 


Northgate House, Staple Gardens, ; 
Winchester, Hants, S023 8ST. 
Tel: (0962) 55248 


A NEW INNOVATION IN MOBILITY AROUND THE HOME. 


tem is increasing. 

The amendment runs counter 
to the Government’s ban on 
councils taking non-commercial 
criteria into account when 
awarding contracts. It will en- 
able councils to consider 
whether companies are com- 
plying with the statutory code of 
practice on the employment of 
disabled people. An authority 
could refuse to do business with 
a particular company that did 
not have proper regard for the 
code of practice. 

Another amendment, prop- 
osed by Baroness Platt (Con), 
which would have allowed 
councils to act as enforcement 
agencies for the Equal Opportu- 
nities Commission through con- 
tract compliance was defeated. 


The Government argued that — 


it was not the job of local author- 
ities to enforce equal opportun- 
ity laws. 

Government accused 
of penny-pinching 
The Social Security Bill ended its 
second reading and went to 
committee stage last month. 

Much of the debate centred 
on the Dorothy Moran attend- 
ance allowance case (see page 
20). Many Lords thought the 
Government, in a clause restrict- 
ing claims for higher attendance 
allowance, was making a penny- 
pinching attempt to ward off 
new claims for night-time 
attendance. If Mrs Moran, who 
has epilepsy, had won her claim 
she would have been eligible for 
the higher rate, opening the 
floodgate for other claims. 
Although she failed, the clause 
still stands. 

Lord Ennals introduced various 
amendments to sort out anom- 
alies in attendance allowance. 

One of them, to set a 6-week 
limit on claim decisions for 
attendance allowance (which 
now take 8-9 weeks) was defe- 
ated 122 to 92. The others were 
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YOUW LL HAVE LITTLE 
TROUBLE ADJUSTING TO THE 
| VAUXHALL BELMONT. 


1. More headroom than Allow us to introduce to you the rest of 
its nearest competitors. the Vauxhall Belmont. 
j You will find it more than accommo- 


dating. Especially as the front doors open 


to a 65° angle. 


i A low loading lip offers easy access to 
, oe the largest boot in its class, 19.4 cu. ft. no less. 
However, should the occasional load 


2. 82% all-round prove too unwieldy, 60/40 folding rear seats 
visibility. will no doubt provide ample space. 


Up front, power steering and even 
automatic transmission are available on 
some models. 

And with the Merit starting at just 
£6,544, you'll have little or no trouble 


=B~ The seat belts can fae 
adjusting to the price either. 


be individually altered 

for height and driving | 

position. | 
44. The steering wheel can 

move through 20° to the most 

comfortable angle. (Optional 

extra on some models.) 


G. More front 
legroom than its 
closest rivals. 


&}. The driving seat can not only move 
back and forth, but also up and down. 
(An optional extra on the Merit.) 


ma Eo 
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bi Please send me more information about Vadctal 
Motability schemes. (Please tick box) | 


NOVAL] ASTRAL] BELMONTL] CAVALIER |_| 


: 
| 
i | | 
| Name —— | 
Address | 
Postcode | 
Vauxhall Motors Limited, Route 6480/SII, PO Box No. 3, | 


Luton, Beds. LU2 OSY. . ; onaes_| 


VAUXHALL. ONCE DRIVEN, FOREVER SMITTEN. 


D VAT. DELIVERY AND NUMBER PLATES ARE EXTRA. 


URCES OF GENERAL MOTORS. CAR ILLUSTRATED BELMONT MERIT. PRICE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS, INCLUDES CAR TAX AN 


VAUXHALL IS BACKED BY THE WORLDWIDE RESO 
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Charity-NHS 
link-up is sign 
of the times 


The Government’s desire to see 
greater co-operation between 
voluntary agencies and the NHS 
received a boost last month with 
the news that a _ jointly- 
controlled health centre in Kent 
is to be enlarged. 

The Churchill Centre for Re- 
habilitation and Assessment, run 
by The British Legion and the 
Maidstone Health Authority 
under a Joint User Agreement 
since 1982, is to extend its treat- 
ment and accommodation facili- 
ties to disabled ex-servicemen 
and women from all parts of the 
country. 

The centre will still be staffed 
and managed by the Maidstone 
Health Authority, and _ the 
£40,000 for an extra 2 phy- 
siotherapists and 2 occupational 
therapists will be guaranteed by 
The Royal British Legion and the 
centre’s trustees. 

The new facilities are “some of 
the finest I have seen anywhere 
in the world,” says Charles Bus- 
by, chairman of the trustees. “A 
new era has dawned at a time 
when the health service is under 
great pressure. This is a wonder- 
ful example of what can be 
achieved in co-operation be- 
tween the NHS and the volun- 
tary sector.” 

The centre, in the British Le- 
gion Village in Maidstone, has 
physio-, occupational and hydro- 
therapy, plus a gym. 

The new residential extension 
will allow ex-servicemen and 
women and their dependents to 
stay for up to 2 weeks and use 
the facilities. 

Anne-Marie Nelson, chairman 
of the Maidstone Health Author- 
ity said there would be no extra 
burden on the NHS, and mem- 
bers of the public in the Maid- 
stone area can use the centre, 
although war pensioners will be 
given priority. 

“I hope other bodies will fol- 
low their lead,” said health 
secretary John Moore in a writ- 
ten statement. 


Left to right: Kay, Sean Mackay, Chris Alston, Gus, Andrew Barnes and Anna. 


Young doctors give families a break 


Medical students and north Lon- 
don parents of disabled children 
were last month celebrating a 
year’s funding of a unique volun- 
teer scheme by Hampstead 
health and local authorities. 

Spectrum links students with 
families who need a break. 

One of the 44 links is between 
Chris and Fred Alston, the pa- 
rents of 4-year-old cp twins Anna 
and Kay, and 2 first year medical 
students from the Royal Free 
Hospital. 

Sean Mackay and Andrew 
Barnes give up every other Fri- 
day night to babysit the twins 
and their brother Gus. 

“We didn’t manage to get out 
for 6 or 8 months before we 
joined the scheme,” says Chris. 
“Now we have a regular day set 
aside to see friends or just go for 
a drink.” 

Spectrum benefits the chil- 
dren too. “Anna and Kay really 
like Sean and Andy a lot,” says 
Chris Alston — which became 
apparent half-an-hour later when 
they arrived and the living room 
became a turmoil. “They are a lot 
more confident with strangers 
now.” 

The students see Spectrum as 


Making every floor 
the ground floor... 


Manor Lifts Ltd.,22a Sefton Street, Litherland, Liverpool L21 7LB. 


After sales service on a 24 hour, 
365 days basis, nationwide, is the 
exceptional standard of customer 
support offered by Manor Lifts. 
The Elizabethan 4 person 
passenger lift is manufactured to 
BS5655 standard, with additional 
safety features — power operated 
car doors, semi-automatic landing 
doors, emergency car lighting, etc. 


Designed for unobtrusive 
installation in any residential 
home, the Elizabethan uses a 
hydraulic drive unit installed in a 
minimum headroom and pit. The 
whole structure complies to local 
fire authority regulations 
following installation. 

Manor Lifts also offers a design 
consultancy service, total 
installation contracting and 
finance/leasing facilities. 


An Otis Group Company 


Phone 051-928 9222/1029 
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more than just a service for pa- 
rents. “It’s good to get experi- 
ence of family life, personally 
and professionally,” says Sean. “I 
really like children and I have no 
brothers and sisters, so this is bit 
of an introduction to life in a 
family with kids.” 

Since many parents of dis- 
abled children have been on the 
end of insensitive treatment 
from the medical profession, 
Spectrum may be encouraging a 
new atmosphere between young 
doctors and families which will 
pay off later. 

Dr Bruce MacGillivray, Dean 
of the Royal Free, is a firm sup- 
porter of Spectrum. “For stu- 
dents, it fills an important educa- 
tional experience in social com- 
passion with a positive personal 
outcome and mutual benefit to 
all concerned, almost an educa- 
tional ideal,” he says. 

The scheme started in 1982 
when a Royal Free student asked 
KIDS (a family support centre in 
Camden for children with spe- 
cial needs ) if there was an unful- 
filled need he could meet in his 
spare time. Several other stu- 
dents joined in, and the follow- 
ing year the group became inde- 


pendent. Two part-time co- 
ordinators were recruited to be 
replaced by one full-time co- 
ordinator funded with a £20,000 
grant from the Kings Fund. 

The scheme now serves the 
whole borough of Camden, with 
some referrals from neighbour- 
ing Westminster. Health stu- 
dents from University College 
and Westminster Hospitals have 
joined in. Last year Spectrum 
was shortlisted for a Care in the 
Community Award and a recruit- 
ment video made in 1986 is 
alerting medical schools round 
the country. 

The plan now is to secure 
more permanent funding. Mean- 
while several students hope to 
take their young “babysittees” 
on holiday. 

Like others, Andrew Barnes 
and Seam Mackay enjoy follow- 
ing the progress and develop- 
ment of “their” children. “We'll 
probably carry on for another 2 
years, until we start our clinical 
training and pressure of work be- 
comes too great,” says Andrew. 


Spectrum, 21 Pond Street, Lon- 
don NW3. Tel:01-799 0431, ext 
230. 


UK ISAAC launched by 
ex speech therapist MP 


A UK branch of the International 
Society for Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication 
(ISAAC ) was launched at the end 
of January at the House of Com- 
mons by Mrs Ray Mitchie MP, a 
former area speech therapist. 

It was reassuring that ISAAC 
UK, who’s aim is to help anyone 
with a communication problem, 
should be launched by someone 
with professional experience 
and understanding of the prob- 
lems this might entail. 

Mrs. Mitchie, now Liberal MP 
for Argyll and Bute, regretted 
that so few MPs (6) and Lords 
(1) were present, since she con- 
sidered it vital that they under- 
stand the trauma involved in los- 
ing, or never having had, the abil- 
ity to communicate thoughts, 
feelings or needs. : 

“Just because it is not a life and 
death issue, it does not mean that 
it is not essential for a full life,” 
she said. 

Clive Thursfield, the first 
chairman, stressed that the orga- 
nisation would represent all 
600,000 people in the UK with 
communication difficulties. He 
said speech therapists should 
not consider it a failure if they 
need to introduce augmentative 
Or assistive systems to allow peo- 
ple to communicate. 


He said the main aims of 
ISAAC UK were: 
@ to give users, parents and car- 
ers an equal voice with profes- 
sionals 
@ to provide augmentative and 
assistive systems for all types of 
communication difficulty, in- 
cluding people who are unable 
to hear or speak, who have a lan- 
guage difficulty or are mentally 
handicapped 
@ to give communication aids a 
higher public profile 


@to provide worldwide in- 


formation on research and de- 
velopment via Teledata 


@ to ensure that it has a voice 
where decisions on communica- 
tion issues are made 

@ to maintain a central register 
of all work on augmentative and 
assistive Communication in the 
UK. 

While there are many technic- 
al innovations available to help 
people with communication dif- 
ficulties, neither these nor other 
systems (eg gesture, symbol or 
wordboards) can alone make a 
person an effective communica- 
tor, explained Clive Thursfield. 
Many hours of commitment to 
assessment, training and support 
are also needed. 

Janet Larcher 


More pressure 
on IBA as 
banned ad 
reaches cinemas 


Karen Wingate reports 


A Spastics Society tv commercial 
banned by the Independent 
Broadcasting Authority (IBA) 
was screened last month on 
BBC2’s One in Four and can now 
be seen in cinemas around the 
country. 

The Spastics Society was 
annoyed that its commercial was 
rejected by the IBA while an 
RSPCA ad pointing out the cost 
of looking after a dog was 


screened ~ before Christmas 
1986. 
The IBA saw the RSPCA ad as a 


public service announcement 
and therefore allowed under the 
existing rules. 

Advertising which supports 
the needs or objects of a particu- 
lar charity is prohibited, while 
ads promoting specific flag days 
or special events are permitted. 

The IBA is now conducting a 
major review of the guidelines 
covering charity advertising on 
television, and proposals for new 
regulations should be put to the 
Home Secretary by the end of 
the year. 

Andrew’ Ross, marketing 
director of The Spastics Society 
said he saw no difference be- 
tween the Society’s ad, aimed at 
changing public attitudes to dis- 
abled people, and the RSPCA ad. 

“We were puzzled and dis- 
appointed that our ad was 
deemed to be in contravention 
of the code of practice where the 
RSPCA ad was not,” he said. 

The 30-second commercial, 
called Adam after the disabled 
teenager it features, was made 
free of charge by the advertising 
agency D’Arcy Masius Benton & 
Bowles. 

Controller of advertising at 
the IBA, Frank Willis, said that if 
the regulations do change in the 
future, ads like Adam would 
almost certainly be accepted. 

But he stressed that there 
would still have to be controls 
on the content of the ads and on 
which charities would be 
allowed to advertise. Religious 
advertising, for example, is ban- 
ned by law so it might take a 
change in legislation before such 
charities as Christian Aid could 
advertise. 

How many charities would 
actually advertise if the rules 
were relaxed, however, is an 
open question. 

As Alan Leighton, director of 
marketing and communications 
at Mencap said: “We operate on 
such a low budget for advertis- 
ing that the cost would be pro- 
hibitive. Unless we could get 
sponsored ads we could not 
even contemplate it.” 

Some smaller charities, such 
as Community Service Volun- 
teers, have already expressed 
fears that they may be squeezed 
out of the fundraising race, as 
they could not afford it. 

Others argue that a higher 
profile for charity giving general- 
ly would benefit all, both large 
and small. 

There are also fears that 
broadcasters may cut back on 
the free airtime they give to 
charity information and cam- 
paigns if charities were willing to 
pay. 

Meanwhile, Adam will be 
shown this month at 830 Can- 
non and Odeon cinemas in Eng- 
land and Wales, reaching 2.2 mil- 
lion people, mostly in the 15 to 
20 age group. 


_ The Housing Bill, the most 
_ radical shake-up of housing 
since the war, will do nothing 
_ to help the housing crisis 
- facing people with disabili- 
ties, say disability and hous- 
ing organisations including 
RADAR, the National Federa- 
tion of Housing Associations 
and the London Housing 
Trust. 

A report published in January 
_ by the London Housing Trust, 
_ which examines the effects of 
_ the Housing Bill on various 
groups including disabled peo- 
ple, reveals the extent of this cri- 
sis in the capital. 

____ Housing statistics for 1986 

_ show that just over 20,000 dis- 

_ abled households are on London 
council waiting lists for specially 
designed or adapted accom- 
modation, and 88,200 elderly 
people in London are in need of 
sheltered or wheelchair housing. 

But even these figures may 
under-estimate the problem be- 
cause a new London Housing 
Survey has found that 210,000 
households London-wide would 
like to move into specially de- 
signed housing or have their 
homes adapted. 

And the problem is not con- 
fined to London. All over the 
country the number of people 
turning to local authorities for 
rehousing who are defined as 
“vulnerable” under homeless- 
ness legislation, including those 
with mental or physical disabil- 
ity, is increasing. 

As long stay hospitals are 
closed as part of the community 
care policy, the need for, suitable 
: homes for people with disabili- 
_ ties is growing. Many authorities 
_ have said that they are in- 
creasingly unable to meet the 
need for care in the community 
because of the shortage of suit- 
able housing. 

“As a policy it may be a good 
one, but the practical implica- 
tions of it are very difficult to 
cope with, given the cuts we 
have had to make to our building 
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Why stay at home? 


Go out with your family and friends - on a Sportster. 
Sportster is truly dual purpose. It's just as easy to drive in 
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F. x e e e e : e e 
‘Housing for special needs: is there a growing crisis? 
; The Be oa. s Housing Billis now being discussed in committee in the House of Commons and is expected to 

4 become law this summer. Karen Wingate looks at the effect of the Bill on housing for people with disabilities. _ 


programme and the fact that we 
already have 16,000 people on 
our waiting list,” said a spokes- 
man for Lambeth council. 

An Audit Commission report 
published earlier this year found 
that health authorities who are 
closing institutions are not hand- 
ing over to local authorities 
enough of the money saved, 
which could be used to rehouse 
the people who lived there. 

Traditionally councils and 
housing associations have been 
the main suppliers of specially 
built or adapted accommoda- 
tion. In 1985, 82 per cent of such 
houses were provided by local 
authorities. 

There is little accessible hous- 
ing in the private sector, either 
to buy or to rent, and as RADAR 
pointed out in its response to the 
Government’s white paper prop- 
osals, “there is little private hous- 
ing stock that is even easily 
adaptable to meet the needs of a 
disabled prospective purchaser.” 

Apart from new grants to 
adapt homes under construction, 
the new Bill will give no en- 
couragement to the private sec- 
tor to provide special housing 
for people with disabilities. 

Some local authorities in re- 
cent years have concentrated 
their housing budget on building 
specially designed homes for 
disabled and elderly people: 
in 1985-6, 60 per cent of 
London councils’ house-building 
budgets was spent on this kind of 
housing. All of Lambeth’s £15 
million new build budget went 
on adapted homes. 

. But as the money for house- 
building available to local au- 
thorities has been cut back by 
the Government, this growth in 
special housing has gradually de- 
clined. 

The Housing Bill makes no 
specific reference to housing for 
people with disabilities. 

“The Government has been so 
intent on diverting the main- 
stream of housing policy that it 
has ignored the many disabled 
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people who lack housing in 
which they can live indepen- 
dently and in dignity,” said 
George Wilson, director of 
RADAR. 

Its policy on housing — to in- 
crease Owner occupation and 
build up the private rented sec- 
tor, while cutting back on the 
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that disabled people may also 
face difficulty in finding and 
keeping accommodation _ be- 
cause landlords may discrimin- 
ate against them, regarding them 
as a liability. There is nothing in 
the Bill as it stands which would 
make this kind of discrimination 
illegal. 
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amount of council-owned 
homes — tends to exclude dis- 
abled people. 

The main reason is that people 
with disabilities are often on 
very low incomes. Few can 
afford to buy their own home, 
and many would find it difficult 
to pay the increased rents 
charged by private landlords, 
which the Government admits 
will be the inevitable outcome of 
the Housing Act. 

As RADAR pointed out in its 
response paper, most of the 
housing features that are essen- 
tial to a disabled person, such as 
spacious rooms and corridors, 
adjacent parking, location close 
to community facilities etc, are 
desirable to the population as a 
whole and the commercial rent 
for these properties will be parti- 
cularly high. 

The London Housing Unit says 
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Current legislation excludes 
disabled people in adapted 
council housing in England and 
Wales from the “right to buy”. 
The new Bill will also discrimin- 
ate by excluding them from 
“tenant’s choice” — the right for 
council house tenants to choose 
a private landlord if they want. 

This could mean that disabled 
people in special housing remain 
the only council tenants on an 
estate or street, suggests the 
LHU, and will deprive them of 
the housing choice offered to 
the rest of the population. 

Housing associations, which 
run many special housing 
schemes for physically and men- 
tally disabled people, also fear 
that they will be badly hit by the 
proposed housing legislation. 

A report by the National Fed- 
eration of Housing Associations, 
called Nothing Special, says that 


thousands of people who might 
otherwise be living in outdated 
institutions now enjoy a more 
fulfilled life in the community 
because of the work of housing 
associations. 

But this work will be jeopar- 
dised by the Bill, which will re- 
quire housing associations to 
raise a larger proportion of their 
money from private investors, 
rather than receiving direct Gov- 
ernment grants. 

“These schemes have to be 
supported with 100 per cent 
Government funding to work,” 
said Jim Coulter, chairman of the 
NFHA. “We cannot raise the 
finance for them in the City — 
they would become too expen- 
sive to operate at reasonable 
rent levels. 

“If the Housing Corporation 
seeks to turn over to private 
finance a much larger propor- 
tion of its programme, it seems 
inevitable that fewer schemes 
will be possible to meet special 
needs.” 


Just Homes? London Housing 
Unit, Berkshire House, High 
Holborn, London WC1V. 
Nothing Special, National Fed- 
eration of Housing Associa- 
tions, 175 Gray’s Inn Road, Lon- 
don WCIX. 


* GLOUCESTER SQUARE 
-WHISTON RD., LONDON E2 


Six 1-bedroomed flats specially 
designed and equipped for dis- 
abled purchasers in a private gar- 
den square beside the Regent's 
Canal. 1 mile from Liverpool 
Street: ” 


Prices from £60,000. 


Pilot Properties Ltd. 


30 Oval Road, London NW1 7DE 
Tel 01-267 5681 


This is John, 


who used to have 
problems getting in 
and out of the bath. 


your home as it is on a cross- country jaunt. One full charge will 
take you up to 40 miles and fully automatic electronic braking 
means you are in contro] - even on steep hills. 

Sportster has a guaranteed nationwide service back-up, and 
gives you the independence to do the simple things, again. 


But not any more... 


not since he had 
=e arabe the Appollo bath 
@ Flip up armrests for easy access 

i Up to 40 miles between charges ~~ 
Costs one third of a penny per mile (¢ dp 


installed 


As easily fitted as a conventional bath — er 
no winches — no hoists — no steps — no electricity 
just the free lifting power of mains water pressure. 


For more information, fill in the form below and return it to: 
Appollo House, Meads, FREEPOST, Nottingham NG7 1BR. 
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Name: 


ACTIVE MOBILITY MEANS SPORTSTER Saueee 


David Wenman Associates. 
9 Guild Street Stratford-on-Avon 


Warwickshire CV37 6RE Tel: 0789 69400 Postcode 


MIND, RADAR and Age Concern. 


Dial-a-Ride 
users take 
“one trip a 
week” petition 
to No. 10 


Members of the London Dial-a- 
Ride Users’ Association and two 
MPs, both named Bob Hughes, 
visited Downing Street last 
month in a bid to secure an im- 
proved door-to-door transport 
service for disabled people. 
They delivered a register of 
over 250 organisations support- 
ing the campaign including The 
Disabled Living Foundation, 
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Two MPs, both called Bob Hughes, with London Dial-a-Ride users, 
approach No 10 with their petition. 


CH 1988 


Individual supporters include 
Bryan Gould MP and the come- 
dian and President of Transport 
2000, Michael Palin. 

The association would like its 
50,000 members to be able to 
make roughly one trip a week, 
instead of on average one trip ev- 
ery 11 weeks. 

Chair of the Association, Eli- 
zabeth Copsey said: “What other 
section of London’s population 
would put up with a bus service 
that comes. 4 times a year! The 
Government claims that it thinks 
Dial-a-Ride is very important. 
But next year they say that fund- 
ing is to stay the same in real 
terms. This can only mean that 
they are prepared to say to dis- 
abled people that they have to 
put up with the current level of 

_ service.” 


THE POSITIONING SYSTEM WITH ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES 


A unique system in adaptive positioning and therapeutic management of children and adolescents. 
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CARRIE SEAT?c. 4641 


A new development in therapeutic 


positioning — 
@ Anti-thrust type seat stabilizes pelvis 
@ Seat back articulates 20° 
@ Suitable for wheelchair and major 
buggy. @ Designed to solve the 
day-to- day seating 
requirement of the 
handicapped 
child at ee. or 
at school. 
@ Provides 
support and 
protection with 
proper 
therapeutic 
positioning. 
@ Available in 
4 sizes 
covering 
ages from 11 
to 16 years. 


Please arrange for a Sales 
Representative to call. 


_| Please send me further 
information on the full Tumble Forms Range 


Name 


Address _ 


VESTIBULATOR Pc. 27848 
@ Wider legs designed for safety 


and stability 
@ Portable — folds for easy 
storage. 
@ Full working load of 
500lbs. 
@ 360° vertical rotation 
system for smooth 
unrestricted 
range of movement. . 
@ Can be fixed to 
ae or completely 
stable position. 
@ Variety of 
accessories © 
available. 
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TURTLE pc. 2882 

@ Complete program 

designed for vestibulor 
stimulation and ., 


sensory 
integration 
therapy. 
@ Includes 
padded scooter 
“T” stool 


attachment and 
net swing all 
stored inside 


rocking Turtle dome. 
@ Supplied with Turtle 
Methods Manualand- % 
Therapy record booklet. 


THERA WEDGE SYSTEM 
PC. 2799.A. 


@ Consists of two double sided 
contoured wedges providing proper 
positioning and dynamic therapy. 

@ Provides Da pet prone and supine 
positioning with passive support. 

@ Complete with wrap straps and 
abductor module. 


THERAPY 


. Now please post — no stamp needed 
ue Therapy, FREEPOST, 
Northgate House, Staple Gardens, 


——— Winchester, Hants, SO23 8ST. 


Tel: (0962) 55248 


News 
in Brief 


Nalgo sets up 
disability group 


Members of NALGO, the local 
government officers’ union, have 
launched a London-wide Action 
for Disabilities Group, to repre- 
sent disabled members through- 
out the metropolitan area. It is 
the first such group at district 
level. 

Frank Dethridge, a member of 
the new. group, said: “We hope 
by our example to encourage 
other groups to develop and we 
will give help to disabled people 
in other areas if they need it.” 

Chair of the Action Group is | 
Beryl Card, tel: 01-720 0220. 


Charter for carers 


Carers in paid employment may 
get the help and support needed 
from their employers and un- 
ions, through a new charter co- 
ordinated by the National Coun- 
cil for Voluntary Organisations. 
The charter, drawn up by 11 
organisations including The In- 
formal Caring Support Unit, The 
National Council for Carers and 
their Elderly | Dependants, 
NCVO, MIND and NALGO, says 
employers and unions should 
provide flexible working hours, 
5-10 days leave on compassion- 


- ate grounds, and form a part- 


nership. with voluntary and sup- 
port groups providing services 
for carers. NCVO estimate that at 
present many carers have to give 
up their jobs or cannot apply for 
one because of their responsibi- 
lities. 


Computing courses 


The Polytechnic of Central Lon-. 
don’s Computer Centre for the 
Disabled has started rehabilita- 
tion courses tailored to the indi- 
vidual’s needs, giving training in 
business computing, use of com- . 
puters at home and desk top - 
publishing. 

_ The centre is using a £64,000 
grant from the European Social 
Fund and Polytechnic of Central 
London to run the courses. 
Those interested are still wel- 
come to join, although anyone 
from outside London must be 
able to travel as no residential . 
care is provided. 


Shopmobility scheme | 


Peterborough Shopmobility and 
OCTANE (Orton Community 
Transport Association) are 
working together to transport 
elderly people from their homes 
into the city centre. 

The  Dial-a-Ride, a pilot 
scheme, is due to end in May un- 
less it proves to be a necessary 
service. It operates Tuesdays and 
Fridays only. Anyone wanting to 
use the service with an optional 
escort, must book at least 2 days 
in advance (Tel: 01-637 5400). 

Other shopmobility schemes 
operate in Bexleyheath, Milton 
Keynes, Cardiff, Nottingham and 
Yeovil. For a list of names and 
addresses write to: RADAR, 25 
Mortimer Sreet, London, WIN 
SAB. Tel: 01-637 5400. 


Correction: (from the motor- 
ing article last month). As a dis- 
abled person you can getexemp- _* 
tion from Car Tax and VAT only - 
if the car has been structurally 
altered to take a wheelchair or a 
stretcher — not if you merely use 
a wheelchair. The exemption 
also covers Car Chair. 

The report, So Little for So 
Many, was published by the 
Royal National Institute for the 
Deaf. ; 


_ Mark Bannister leaves the mountains of Chile behind him on his 
motorised moonbuggy. 


Trekking around Chile 
ona “moonbuggy’ 


ee 
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Leading a horse-trek across the 
barren landscape of southern 
Chile in a motorised “moonbug- 
gy” may seem rather a bizarre 
way to spend your time. 

But for Mark Bannister, a ven- 
turer on a recent 3-month Op- 
eration Raleigh expedition, who 
has muscular dystrophy, it was a 
unique adventure. 

He was one of 97 young peo- 
ple from all over the world tak- 
ing part in the expedition be- 
tween October and December 
last year. A 

By encouraging them to work 
together on science, community 
and adventure projects, the ex- 
pedition aimed to develop their 
self-confidence and leadership 
skills. 

Mark’s first assignment was a 
medical project on a small island 
near Puerto Montt, where he 
amazed the locals with his bug- 
gy, loaned by Heron Suzuki, of 


Crawley, Sussex. Two oxen anda 
sledge had to date been their 
only form of transport. 

He spent 2 weeks renovating a 
medical centre on the island 
with 10 other venturers, and 
earned himself a reputation as an 
adept carpenter and supervisor. 

Five days and 300 miles later, 
when Mark was not involved in 
learning to build a jetty with Chi- 
lean engineers, he was entertain- 
ing local children with buggy 
rides. 

The only mishap Mark had was 
an unexpected trip downstream 
when trying to cross a fast- 
flowing stream. He mistakenly 
decided the best way to tackle 
the crossing was to hit it at full 
speed, and had to be towed out 
by a local’s horse. 


Operation Raleigh, Alpha Place, 
Flood Street, London SW3 5SZ, 
tel: 01-351 7541. 
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REHABILITATION/ HEALTH CARE SERVICES 


SNUG SER 


The Ortho-Med Snug-Seat has been designed and 
developed by Rehabilitation Engineers to enhance 
the sitting position of the younger disabled child 


with moderate 
seating 
problems. 
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| Winter Paralympic Games 


Britain’s team “a hair’s breadth from winning” 


Enid Bekker reports 
The British had a very successful 
Winter Paralympic Games in 


; January, in spite of the lack of 


snow and funds in this country. 

The 3 disciplines of the Win- 
ter Games each went to different 
venues for a week of extra train- 
ing (Alpine section to Italy, Blind 
Nordic to Seefeld, Austria and 
the Paraplegic section went to 
Mutters/Innsbruck, Austria) be- 
fore meeting in Innsbruck. 

The opening ceremony was 
quite a spectacular sight, the Au- 
Strians carrying the whole thing 
off with their usual aplomb, and 
with none of our team nursing 
any injuries, everybody seemed 


The British Paralympic team, and mascot, on the Austrian slopes. 


Oossum- 


am able 


ae, 


ready to “face the challenge”. 

All week, everyone performed 
extremely well, and all the ex- 
isting records for the Paraplegic 
and Blind Nordic skiing sections 
were broken. The Amputee 
Alpine and Blind Alpine teams 
also performed extremely well. 

Medals were missed by hun- 
dredths of a second in 2 or 3 
events, which shows how close 
we were to the other countries. 

Although no medals were 
won, we should not forget that 
most of the other nations have 
ideal conditions for winter 
sports, and unfortunately the 
British have to train as and when 
funds are available. 


Only a hair's breadth away 
from winning with the little 
training we can do at the mo- 
ment, imagine the success we 
could have with the same train- 
ing facilities and sponsorship at 
other countries’ disposal. 

On the whole, everyone had a 
very satisfactory week's skiing 
and we can look forward opti- 
mistically to the future. It is an 
exciting sport, with some ele- 
ment of danger — and of course 
the wonderful feeling of exhi- 
laration from being in the 
breath-taking mountains. 


Enid Bekker led the British Pa- 
ralympic delegation. 


BASIC SKILES LEARNING SYSTEM 
with optional Audio or Visual Response Units 


SPECIAL OFFER 


THIS UNIT HAS BEEN SPEC:ALLY 
DESIGNED TO ENABLE A 
SYSTEMATIC APPROACH TO BE 
TAKEN WITH PUPILS WHO HAVE 
(OR ARE LIKELY TO HAVE) 
LEARNING DIFFICULTIES. 


@ Essential for those with 
PHYSICAL disabilities who lack 
experience in perceptual motor 
or other recognition difficulties. 

@ Ideal for the MENTALLY 
HANDICAPPED who require careful 
control of learning stimuli and of their 
learning stages. 

@ Also helpful for NON-DISABLED people 
who have generated a learning 
handicap. 


OTHER USERS INCLUDE: 


@ Clinical retraining of higher language 
functions — especially in Stroke and 
Severe Head Injury cases. 

@ Retraining of Speech function in 

acquired DYSPHASIA and 

developmental or acquired DYSLEXIA. 


Reading readiness 


basic skills 


Diagnosis learning 


handicaps 


Prescriptive learning 


free set of & developmental skills 
: : : colour peelers Brai 
rain damage 
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Palmer 


Bedmaking is not Mike Long’s favourite chore, but he'll do tt in an emergency. 


whether we would burden 
ourselves still further and how a 
child would react to having two 
disabled parents. But many 
friends were delighted when Ma- 
rion became pregnant. 

We had both lived pretty inde- 
pendently before and during our 
marriage. We both worked; we 


“Look at that 
funny man! He 
walks like Daddy” 


by Mike Long 


This morning was an important 
day at work. I really did need to 
sleep last night. But I changed 
the girls’ beds twice; our sleep 
was disturbed every hour; and 


enough money for our needs. 

We had rented a flat (later a 
purpose-built bungalow) in 
Princes Risborough from the 
local housing authority. Instead 
of spending on a mortgage we 
were able to buy equipment (eg 
split level cooker, washing 
machine, tumble dryer) to make 
Marion as independent as possi- 
ble. Labour saving devices often 
become essential equipment for 
disabled people. 

During Marion’s first pregnan- 
cy, we had the same fears that 
most couples have. It was dif- 
ficult to be reassured on many 
issues because we didn’t know 
any other disabled parents and 
anyway, each person’s disability 
is different. 

We were lucky to have emo- 
tionally supportive families and 
friends. We have never had 
much physical support from 
people — partly that was our 
choice; partly because no rela- 
tives lived near us. (Who do you 


 ( WHATPRICE A 
| RELANING BATH 


Struggling to leave a bath is 
neither relaxing or safe— 
yet many elderly and less 
able people have little - 
alternative. 
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independent bathing with 
the Autolift bathing chair. It 
swings gently over the bath 
edge and right down into the water, 
ii and lifts out again, just by turning the andi 


. Return the coupon today 
' ro you free colour ra c "J 0 
Mmecanaits 


TECHNOLOGY WITH PEOPLE IN MIND 


this morning our home looks 
like a chinese laundry and I’ve 
left Marion with two sick chil- 
dren, aged 8 and 4, needing care 
and attention. 

| That’s an aspect of rearing 
children that doesn’t feature in 
the glossy magazines! 

When Marion and I thought 
about having children, we asked 
ourselves many questions. Why 
did we want them? Could Ma- 
rion safely endure a pregnancy? 
Could we manage to care for a 
child — physically, emotionally, 
financially? 

At least we knew neither of 
our disabilities were hereditary. 
Marion had polio when she was 
3, leaving her unable to stand 
and with a weak left arm; I was 

; ‘injured at birth — my disability is 
i cerebral palsy — and I walk using 
elbow crutches. 

Some 


people. wondered 


PLEASE SEND ME DETAILS OF THE AUTOLIFT 
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ARJO MECANAIDS LTD - FREEPOST » ST CATHERINE STREET 
GLOUCESTER GlL12BR Telephone 0452 500200 
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both had cars, and there was | 


call at 3 am when your kid is 
being sick?) 

Our attitude has always been 
that we decided to get married, 
we decided to have children; no 
one owes us anything. The re- 
sponsibility of their care and up- 
bringing is ours. 

Yet other people’s attitudes 
are important. The ward sister 
certainly didn’t help. On the 
third day after Cerys (our eldest 
daughter ) was born, Marion cal- 
led for attention because the 
baby had been crying for some 
time. She herself couldn’t get out 
of the high hospital bed unaided 


“We decided to 
have children. 


No one owes us 
anything” 

and she'was sore from the Caesa- 
rian Operation. “How on earth 
are you going to bring up a child 
if you keep calling for attention?” 
said the sister. 

Having children’ means 
change. Initially, it's physically 
more demanding too, feeding, 
bathing, tending each murmur, 
but it’s so exciting watching chil- 
dren grow. 

Marion breast-fed both girls 
which was much easier than eS 
paring bottles. 

The kitchen of the bungalow 


was adapted for her by myself. 


and friends. The sink was just the 
right height for a wheelchair 
user to bath the baby, with a 
changing mat on the draining 
board and a special bowl for the 


‘bath. Milton helped to keep the 


germs at bay. 

A long supper trolley became 
the changing trolley: We were 
able to afford disposable nappies 
and duplicate items in different 
rooms to save time and energy 
fetching things. 

The cot base was raised and 
the sides adjusted to ease lifting 
baby in and out. A low-level feed- 
ing chair with tray was easier 
than a high chair. 

A platform was built for Ma- 
rion’s Mini so that she could put 
the baby in the car and secure 
her with a safety harness; a co- 
coon was often easier than the 
carrycot. 

When both girls became a lit- 
tle older, Marion carried them 
on her lap in the wheelchair us- 
ing a baby-sling to prevent them 
falling. They were comfortable 
and Marion had both hands free 
to push her wheelchair. When 
they were older (but still need- 
ing support) she bathed them in 
a plastic Mothercare seat raiser. 

Cheapness, being willing to 
talk and work things out 
together and me being prepared 
to alter and adapt things as the 
situation changed, have been the 
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Living 
independently 
For physically 


disabled people it is 


often a fight 
to persuade 


. professionals, family 


and neighbours that 
they can look 

after a child. They 
need courage, 
determination, 
physical stamina and 
planned support. © 
But, as these parents 
prove, it can be done. 


key factors. 

It's amazing how children 
adapt to disabled parents and 
understand when help is needed 
or there are things we cannot do. 


People ask: “What do you do — 


when they run away from you 
and hide under the table?” Quite 
simply, it’s boring under there if 
no one comes after you. Our 
girls soon learnt to find Marion 
and climb up to her on the 
wheelchair when they wanted 
attention. 

We needed to be vigilant ab- 
out making the home safe, be- 
cause there were so many things 
at low levels. The low cooker 
actually helped, because when 
the children were at the inquisi- 
tive stage they were at a height 
to see what was cooking and we 
could give instructions about 
hot pans, Of course, hot pans 
were not left unattended. __ 

In the early days, it was good 
to have a reassuring health visi- 
tor (particularly because Cerys 
often suffered with cholic) and a 
home help who called several 
times a week to do household 
jobs like ironing. 

In September this year Cerys 
will move from primary to junior 
school and Catrin will leave 
nursery and enter school. : 

Their characters and persona- 
lities are quite different. Cerys is 
more shy and tidy-minded and 


needs encouragement to do: 


things, while Catrin is more con- 
fident, more boisterous — the 
comic in the family. 


The Longs at home: Marion and M 


on sticks. 

Seeing a man walking with 
sticks in town the other day, one 
of them exclaimed: “Look at that | 
funny man, Mum! He walks like | 
Daddy!” Is Daddy funny? Not yet, — 
in their eyes, but in the © 
future...we’ll see! ee 

Their friends ask questions ab- 
out us openly and are answered _ 
openly and honestly. The pa- 
rents trust us with the care of 


- their children and Marion shares 


the “school run” the same as — 
other mothers. : = 
It’s easy to make it all sound 
very normal. It is most of the 
time. But there is:a price to pay. 
Marion and I are very slow at 
completing tasks, preparing 
meals, keeping the washing up to 
date, getting the shopping. 


Sometimes we can’t keep up 
with the social demands either. 
If a crisis occurs — the children 
are ill, a machine breaks down, | 


he Jamiesons deep in a game of Scrabble. 


Both girls constantly have 
friends to tea or are going to visit 
friends. There’s always some- 
where to take them — ballet clas- 
ses, Tumble Tots, school out- 
ings, concerts, swimming. 

Marion has a powered wheel- 
chair now and can get to most 
activities in the town with the 
girls, which saves always taking 
the car. 

The girls are aware of disabil- 
ity. They have sometimes said: “I 
wish you were a walking Mum- 
my or Daddy.” But they quickly 
figured out that if Marion 
couldn’t take them somewhere 
because of steps, I could manage 


Marion is unwell or I am away — 
that causes extra strain. 

I have a demanding job in so- 
cial work and often work longer 
hours than Marion would like, so 
much of the responsibility for 
caring for the children falls on 
her. But even with our occasion- — 
al differences of opinion, bring- 
ing up the children and solving | 
the problems is done asateam. _ 

It may be that in later years, | 
they will feel awkward about 
being seen with us. They may 
have to deal with taunts from — 
friends. Hopefully we will be — 
able to work through ie 
problems together. - 


jerys (8) and Catrin (4). 


on’s kitchen everything is to hand, thanks to Mike and friends. 


“T had 


“She is like a 
normal mum to me” 


Janet and Joanne Guest talk 
to Mary Wilkinson 


“The one thing in life I really did 
want was to have a family and 
bring them up normally,” says 
Janet Guest. Now she and her 
husband Raymond can proudly 
watch their daughters Joanne 
(just 20) and Nicky (17) make 
their own decisions about the fu- 
ture. Joanne is a secretary and 
engaged to be married, while 
Nicky is on a YTS scheme. 

If Janet had listened to profes- 
sional advice, there would have 
been no family. 

When she was 12 she had a 
cerebral thrombosis which re- 
sulted in left-side paraplegia. She 
could still walk so she went back 
to her old school, and over the 
years learnt to adapt so well to 
her disability that when she mar- 
ried at 17, she and her husband 
scarcely discussed how she 
would cope with housekeeping. 

But when she approached her 
doctor to check if her disability 
was hereditary — he thought it 
wasn’t — she was told it wouldn’t 
be good for her to have a baby 
because of heart strain and the 
danger of high blood pressure. 

Undeterred, Janet went ahead. 
my first baby in hospital. 


DISABILITY NOW — MARCH 1988 


But the second I wanted to have 
at home. My doctor was opposed 
to that too— but I insisted. When 
the midwife arrived she was 
amazed to find I was disabled. 

“My husband was a long dis- 
tance lorry driver, but he stayed 
at home to help.” 

She admits she didn’t think of 
the difficulties of bringing up 2 
children. “I just did it. The chil- 
dren were my responsibility. I 
was offered home help but I said: 
T've brought them into the 
world and I'll have no help.’ | was 
young and proud then.” 

They lived in a prefab so there 
were no stairs and Raymond 
proved how good he was at d-i-y, 
fixing an appliance to the work- 
surface into which Janet could fit 
a baby’s bottle while she slipped 
the teat on with one hand. 

A friend put press studs on the 
nappies and made nightdresses 
with zips so there were no ties to 
cope with. 

Later, when they were offered 
their present house in Norris 
Green, Liverpool, Raymond put 
a safety gate at the top and bot- 
tom of the stairs and bolts on the 
kitchen door and units. The chil- 
dren were not allowed in the 
kitchen while Janet was cooking. 

Luckily there was a school 
nearby so Janet could manage 
the 4 trips a day (including the 
lunch break). 

But when Joanne, the eldest, 
was about 10, there was a crisis. 
Someone at school called her 
mother “spastic” and “cripple”. 
People put-out their tongues at 
her and made faces, says Janet. 
“She was very upset, and I felt 
very guilty. I had inflicted this 
suffering on the children and 
wondered if I should have had 
them. But as time went by we 
overcame the problem by talk- 
ing about it.” 

She also had a talk with the 
headmaster. But, perhaps, for the 
first time, she realised how nice 
it would have been to have some 
advice. “There was no informa- 
tion centre for disabled people, 
no specialised help or guidance 
of any kind.” 

As the children. grew older, 
Janet’s disability increased. She 
was getting stiffer, less able to 
walk or bend. She had some nas- 
ty falls. Social services suggested 
handrails, and they also supplied 
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d Sue Jamieson with 
(8) and Ruth (5). 


“Bob’s dream 
came true” 


by Sue Jamieson 


When I became pregnant due to 
a contraceptive failure, I was 
shocked. I had been told at 
school that I had as good a 
chance as any one else of having 
a normal baby, but I felt it was 
not socially acceptable for peo- 
ple with severe disabilities to 
have children. I had never been 
allowed to hold a baby or help 


ae 


Mark (12), 


look after one so I could not im- 
agine how I was going to cope. _ 

Then, to crown it. all, the 
gynaecologist at the ante natal 
clinic, who I thought was sup- 
posed to uphold life, offered me 
an abortion. I refused, of course, 
but it would not have taken 
much to change my mind. 

When he found out Iwas pre- 
gnant, Bob, my husband, was 
over the moon. He said more 

.than once that he would like a 
child. So his dream came true. 

Bob and I have cerebral palsy 
and we are both in wheelchairs. 
My movements are jerky, and my 
speech and hearing slightly 
affected. Bob is severely para- 
lysed on his left side. He also has 
limited use of his right arm and 
leg and cannot talk, so he com- 
municates by a letter board. His 
hearing is normal. He has a more 
positive approach to life than I 
do! 

Our 3 bedroomed bungalow 
at Pitsea in Essex is very near the 
shops and other facilities. We 
have lived here for nearly 11 
years and I feel very much part of 
the community. 

Bob works part time for the 
London Union of Youth Clubs as 
a consultant. He is also involved 
in Equal Opportunities. 


He drives a car, which is essen- 
tial for his job. It also means that 
as a family we are not dependent 
on others to take us places. We 
have driven in France, Belgium, 
Holland and Germany as well as 
all over England. 

Because Bob only earns a 
small amount, our income is top- 
ped up with supplementary be- 
nefit. We also receive child be- 
nefit, and Bob receives attend- 
ance and mobility allowances. 

Throughout our married life 
Bob’s family have been a source 
of great help and encourage- 
ment. Not least when I had Mark. 
We also had a lot of help from 
many other people, social ser- 
vices included. 

When I was in hospital having 
Mark, the staff kept asking me 
how I would manage when I left 
the hospital. I half expected their 
questions and was terrified they 


were going to take him away - 


from me. I always said that my 
mother-in-law would look after 
him, just to keep them quiet. 
Some of the hospital staff said 
that I managed better than some 
of the other new mums. I did not 
feel I managed very well at all; I 
just kept trying. 
When I got home with Mark, 
continued on page 12 
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Raymond and Janet G1 


a one-handed can opener and 
elastic shoe laces. But Janet was 


not considered disabled enough 


to warrant a shower, so 
Raymond fixed one. 

Janet found that as teenagers 
the girls were more understand- 
ing, more helpful around the 
house. There were times when 
they didn’t want to help and 
there were inevitable moods, 


“There was no 
specialised help 
or guidance” 


but gradually they were taking 
on more responsibility until now 
Nicky does housework and “can 
cook anything”, while Joanne 
takes her mother shopping. 

“They accept my disability 
and expect others to accept it 
too,” says Janet. “They don’t 
seem shy with friends.” Joanne’s 
fiancé has a brother with spina 
bifida. 

Janet hopes and believes that 
her disability has not affected the 
girls-adversely. She thinks they 
are more compassionate to- 
wards other disabled people and 
more mature than others of their 
age. 

How does Joanne feel about 


test with daughters Joanne (left) and Nicky. 
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having a disabled parent? “I’ve 
never known any different,” she 
says. “I don’t see Mum as dis- 
abled. She can do practically any- 
thing, although she is sloyging 
down now.” 

She doesn’t think it was more 
difficult having a disabled 
mother when she was a teena- 
ger. “Most people don’t like to be 
seen with their parents then. | 
was much more embarrassed 
earlier, when other people were 
with their mums, at school, for 
example. That’s when children 
started staring. : 

_ “People still stare, but I stare 
back and give them dirty looks.” 

Disabled people don’t bother 
her at all, she says, and she gets 
on well with those friends of her 
mother who are disabled, notic- 
ing how cheerful they are. 

When her own friends came 
home, they used to ask questions 
— what had happened? “But they 
took Mum. for what she was. 
They weren’t scared. I didn’t 
stop seeing anyone because of 
it.” x 

She admits there have been 
more jobs to do in the home. 
“Sometimes we're lazy. I don’t 
know how well we’ve coped. If I 
had been with a normal Mum I 
might have been able to say. She 
is like a normal Mum to me.” 
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Living 
independently 


Sue Jamieson 
continued from page 11 
we had many visits from the mid- 
wife, health visitor and social 
worker to see if we were manag- 
ing. They always seemed to 
come at the wrong moment — 
when I was feeding or washing 
the baby, or on a bad day when 
the home help had not come. 
One thing I found very hard to 
accept was that having and look- 
ing_after a baby takes all one’s 
tiff’. Some days I didn’t even 
have a chance to get dressed. 
Sometimes poor Bob got no- 
thing to eat until 4 or 5 pm. 
Barking social services gave us 


AN EXHIBITION OF EQUIPM 
FOR THE DiS AB EEDA 


Be NEC-BIRMINGHAM-ENGLAND - 1 


a home help. We now get one for 
2 hours a day, 5 days a week. 

Social services seemed to be 
all for putting Mark into a 
nursery at 6 months so that I 
could go back to work — just 
when I was beginning to enjoy 
looking after him. I’m glad to say 
it did not happen. 

Even before Mark was born I 
felt we should have a brother or 
sister for him. But it was not until 
he was two that I had enough 
courage to try for one. Apart 
from anything else I felt that two 
disabled parents is a big respon- 
sibility for one child. I hoped 
that two would spread the load. 

When Andrew was born, Mark 
accepted him fairly well. But 
now they are like chalk and 
cheese. 

I was concerned that Mark 


would have speech problems, so 
I tried very hard to talk and read 
to him and get him to talk back to 
me. By the time he went to play- 
group he could speak very well. 
He started going when he was 21 


“Hospital staff kept 
asking me how I would 
cope. I was terrified 
they were going to 
take him away.” 


months. I feel now that it was too 
early: I wish we had left it until 
he was two-and-a-half. Mark was 
so full of energy then, we 
thought playgroup might help. 
Bob and I nearly came unstuck 
over which school Mark should 
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go to. Bob wanted him to go toa 
state school which was nearby, 
but being Roman Catholic, I 
wanted him to go to a catholic 
school. Anyway he did go to a 
catholic school in the end. 

We did not really plan to have 
any more children. I was quite 
worried when I became preg- 
nant again because my body 
seemed to have got weaker since 
I had Andrew. But I managed to 
get through the pregnancy. Mark 


‘and Andrew were a bit anxious 


beforehand, but after Ruth was 
born I think they fell in love with 
her. 

They all bring their friends 
home; I have to limit the num- 
bers to 1 or 2 at a time. Mark 
often goes to a youth club locally 
with his mates, whom he has 
known for most of his life. 
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I do feel guilty about asking 
the children to do things for us, 
especially when we are on holi- © 
day, because we are more de- 
pendent on them. We try to 
choose holidays which have acti- 
vities for them. 

Mark has said that having dis- 
abled parents has made him 
more independent than other 
kids of his age. He is a little in-— 
tolerant of children not so able 
as himself. 

We are aware that we may 
have more problems than most 
people have with their kids. We 
try to compensate for what we 
cannot give them. Grandads and 
Nannies come: in useful here. 
Nanny takes them swimming 
and Grandad takes them for 
walks. I read to them and talk 
with them and help them with 
their homework. We tackle each 
problem as it comes. 

We have no regrets about hav- 
ing children. They have added a 
whole new dimension to our 
lives, both happy and sad. 
Perhaps we are just lucky to be 
able to say that? 


Can you help? 


A common complaint among 
disabled mothers is that they 
lack information about pregnan- 
cy and childbirth. The usual 
childbirth books don’t seem to 
cover disability. 

This gap will be filled early 
next year when The Baby Chal- 
lenge: the handbook on pre- 
gnancy for women with physic- 
al disabilities is published. Its 
author, Mukti Jain, a young 
mother herself, has researched 
deeply into the subject, drawing 
on work in Canada and the USA. 

Besides 5 general chapters, 
she will have a chapter on each 
major disability eg cerebral pal- 
sy, spina bifida, rheumatoid 
arthritis, multiple sclerosis. 

She is also incorporating ideas 
and anecdotes from 200 dis- 
abled mothers who have filled in 
a questionnaire. Some disabili- 
ties, she says, are still under- 
represented. So if you are a 
mother with spina bifida, con- 
genital hip dislocation, brittle 
bones or polio, she would be 
grateful if you would send for a 
questionnaire. Her address is 
Flat 7, 58 Inverness Terrace, 
London W2 3LB. 


Information 


Disabled Motber, in the Equip- 
ment for the Disabled series, 
gives a wealth of useful informa- 
tion and advice on everything 
from benefits and resources for 
disabled mothers to feeding, 
nappy changing and = safety. 
There are pictures as well as de- 
tails of the equipment. £4.50 
plus 75p p&p from Equipment 
for the Disabled, Mary Marl- 
borough Lodge, Nuffield Ortho- 
paedic Centre, Headington, Ox- 
ford OX3 7LD. : 
The National Childbirth 
Trust, 9 Queensborough Ter- 
race, London W2 3TB has a free 
resource sheet for parents with 
disabilities giving information 
about services, organisations 
and reading and audio-visual 
material. (Donations gratefully 
received. ) 

The Trust also runs a national 
Parents with Disabilities 
Information/Contact Register 
that can put a mum or mum-to- 
be in contact with another with 
the same disability to share ex- 
periences and help each other. 
Contact Mrs Jo Farrell, 6 Forest 
Road, Crowthorne, Berkshire 
RG11 7EH, tel: (0344) 773366. 


. parking — and special arrangements for disabled drivers/passengers. 


Motber and Baby, the maga- 
zine, is now available on tape 
from Book Services for the Blind, 
Mount Pleasant, | Wembley, 
Middx HAO 1RR. 


FURTHER DETAILS NOW AVAILABLE FROM: NAIDEX CONVENTIONS LIMITED 
90, CALVERLEY ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT TN] 2UN, ENGLAND 


TELEPHONE: 0892 44027. TELEX: 95604 MEPNCL. FACSIMILE: 0892 41023 
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_ Dribbling can be a sizeable prob- 
lem. Everyone produces up to 3 
_ pints of saliva a day. So the per- 
(son who has difficulty swallow- 


ing faces. some very wet clothes. 
_ Furthermore, . after inconti- 

nence, dribbling is probably the 

most socially unacceptable 
_ symptom of disability. The “drib- 
"bling idiot” is such a common 
figure of speech that there is a 
_ tendency to stereotype some- 
one who is unable to swallow 


“After incontinence, 

_ dribbling is probably 
the most socially 
unacceptable | 

_ symptom of disability” 


ip 
_ their saliva as having intellectual 
impairment. 
_ In people’s minds dribbling 
_ together. Yet today’s baby only 
_ wears a bib at meal times; in- 
tf deed, the current, Mothercare 
catalogue puts them in a section 
labelled “at the table”. Yet peo- 
_ ple looking for clothing for the 
_ adult who dribbles still often 
_ look no further than a large bib. 
Most saliva is produced at 
mealtimes — increased salivation 
is a reaction to the sight of food 
and part of the normal digestive 


- problem is limited to these 
_ times, a large fabric napkin 
_ around the neck may be enough. 
Those who want more of their 
clothing covered may find an 
apron or coyerall is: best.,Some 
aprons just clip on; others need 

_ buttoning or fastening. 
_ When dribbling is a problem 
all the time, choose styles which 
can absorb the saliva and camof- 
_ lage wet patches. The best are 
_ garments designed to lead some- 
_ one’s eye to another feature or 
_ which have extra material in the 
_ front for absorbency, or are of a 
_ diffiise pattern or a colour which 


processes. For people whose 
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low to beat dribbling: bibs are for babies! 


ray Jenkins suggests ways to stay comfortable and look good 


Many styles suitable for people who dribble can be found in high street shops. Look for fuller material at 


Jenny Valentine 


mmm 


the front (such as pleats, bows, flaps and wrap-overs), which will be more absorbent. 


doesn’t darken when damp. 
Certain fabrics will always be 

more absorbent than others. 

Cotton and modal are particular- 
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A plain bought sweatshirt can. 


be made more absorbent by 
adding an appliqué design. 


ly good and brushed quilted or 
looped finishes will absorb more 
moisture. 

For more protection still, ap- 
pliqué designs placed where the 
saliva falls are useful. Sometimes 


Make light 
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heaviest patient with ease. 
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engineers. } 
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they are found on T-shirts and 
sweat shirts in the shops, but 
usually it has to be done for each 
person. Extra absorbency can be 
given to the appliquéd design by 
sandwiching polyester wadding 
between the layers. A water- 
proof interlining can also be in- 
cluded in the sandwich. 

Blouses or sweatshirts with 
several detachable collars, that 
can be changed as needed, will 
keep someone dry, particularly if 
the collars are backed with a 
waterproof material. Men who 
wear a shirt may find a cravat the 
answer. 

It is unpleasant to have clothes 


wet with saliva brushing the face’ 


when you take them off. Wearing 
shirts, blouses and cardigans 
which open completely will 
avoid this happening. 

Clothes constantly in contact 
with saliva need special care or 


__ AUSTIN ROVER 
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If you're interested in 
obtaining credit contact 
Austin Rover Finance, 

100 Stratford Road, Shirley, 
Solihull B90 3BH. 

Tel: 021-745 2633. 


At Austin Rover we appreciate that, if you're disabled, a car can 


literally mean freedom. 


That's why we've instigated the Austin Rover Mobility Scheme. 
To provide you with the practical transport you need — at a very 


affordable price. 


The new generation of Austin Rover cars offer unequalled 
reliability and efficiency — combined with easy access, light, responsive 
controls, oceans of interior room, plus automatics available in each 


model range. 


In most Metros and Maestros for instance, you can fold down 
part of the rear seat to stash a wheelchair, but retain plenty of space 


they will become hard, discol- 
oured and smelly. The best way 
to deal with them is to soak them 
in a biological washing powder 
overnight, so they should always 
be made of fabrics which can 
withstand this treatment. 
Knitted garments, particularly 
if they are made of wool, quickly 


~ Westminster 


become matted and unpleasani. 
Those with zips which can get 
clogged easily are best avoided. 
You can find substitutes from a 
wide variety of cardigans and 
lumber jackets made of jersey 
fabrics and with button fasten- 
ings. 


Ginny Jenkins ts clothing advis- 
er at the Disabled Living Found- 
ation. Her information for this 
article was drawn from Dres- 
sing Matters: a handbook to help 
people with learning difficulties 
to dress themselves, published 
this month by the DLF at 


nO OD: 


If you cannot make clothes for 
yourself, contact your nearest 
Fashion Services for the Dis- 
abled Workshop — a list ts avail- 
able from the DLF, 380-384 
Harrow Road, London W9 2HU, 
tel: 01-289 6111. : 
There is also a leaflet, CP 3, on 
clothing ideas for people who 
dribble, which includes suggéese 
tions on style choice, sources of 
waterproof fabric and simple 
patterns for detachable collars 
and cravat. 60p, including post- 
age, from the DLF. 


Next month Kay Coombes of 
the Institute of Child Health, 
Hospital, ex- 
plains what causes dribbling 
and explodes some of the 
myths about coping with it. 
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A plain sweatshirt can be adapted with separate homemade collars. 
Add strips of the material to the sleeves to co-ordinate the outfit. 


address above. 


for passengers. The Maestro even offers optional power steering! 


Better still, the Austin Rover Mobility Scheme knocks as 
much as 17% off the car's basic list price! — no matter 
whether you want a Metro, Mini, Maestro, Montego or a 


Rover.” 


The scheme is open to anyone who holds a Mobility 
Allowance (including the relatives of anyone not able to drive). 


Name 


And if you're over 18, we can arrange credit terms through 
Austin Rover Finance — just ask for a written quotation from the 


To take advantage of our Mobility Scheme discount, call in at, 
any Austin Rover dealer, who'll also arrange to make any 
modifications necessary through an approved specialist. 

Alternatively, post the coupon for an information pack 
complete with price list and authorisation form. Either way, you'll see 
that being disabled doesn't mean being disadvantaged. 


*Rover 800 series not yet available 


Address 
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Private Car Allowance holders and current trike owners, 


or other registered disabled persons not covered in these 


categories may also qualify. 
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Caring At Home 

by Nancy Kohner 

(National Extension College. 
£2.50 incl p&p from Book Sales 
Department, King’s Fund Cen- 
tre, 126 Albert Street, London 
NW 1 7NF. Cheques/POs payable 
to: King Edward Hospital Fund 
yo# London.) 


[had my doubts about a national 
handbook for carers. How could 
Nancy Kohner incorporate all 
the necessary information and 
yet keep the document to less 
than 10 volumes? Happily, my 
doubts were unfounded and lam 
delighted that so much advice 
and information has been con- 
tained in such a manageable and 
attractively designed book. 

Many carers will have neither 
he time nor the energy to read 
the book in its entirety but, as 
the author says in her introduc- 
tion, it is there to be dipped into 
as and when needed. The style 
and layout make it easy to read 
and I think this will encourage 
carers, as it did me, to delve into 
sections that might be of great 
use to them even if they did not 
think so at first. 

A major problem when com- 
piling a book of national informa- 
tion is the vast differences in the 
availability and nature of ser- 
vices in different parts of the 
country. I was pleased to see that 
while she told carers about ser- 
vices that might be available, 
Nancy Kohner made very clear 
that to procure a service might 
well involve a battle and some 
carers will find there is no locally 
based service that in any way 
suits their needs. 
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Freedom of Touch, an exhibition of sculpture that may be touched or activated is at theLaingArt Gallery, 


The Independent 


Ze 


Higham Place, Newcastle, until 13 March. Then it moves to the City Museum and Art Gallery, Bethesda 
Street, Stoke-on-Trent from 26 March to 2 May. Sea Mule (above) by Neil Canavan ts made entirely of drift 
wood plus a basket. “It conjures up that weather-beaten feel that the animals, with their harness and 
baskets and indeed in some cases riders, seem to possess in Cyprus,” he said. Review in DN next month. 


Caring puts a tremendous 
strain on the well-being of the 
carer and I felt that issues such as 
guilt, resentment and frustration 
were handled in a straight for- 
ward but sensitive manner in the 
section “How You Feel”. 

From my own experience of 
working with carers, I know how 
important it is for their work to 
be acknowledged and for them 
to see that their desperately dis- 
tressing emotions are totally 
understandable within the con- 
text of the job they have to do. 
The book will give relief to car- 
ers as they recognise that they 
are not alone and there are 
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The Alvema Max folding 
pushchair from Sweden, 

of attractive, modern 
design and intended for 
as many varying kinds and 
degrees of handicap as 


possible, with child 


& parent in mind. 
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and lift 
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people around who understand, 
rather than judge them. 

The final chapter, “Working 
for Change”, ends on a positive 
note. Not all carers will have the 
energy or interest to embark on 
action but I am sure that most of 
them will be gratified to know 
that action is being taken. For 
those of us who are working for 
change, it was uplifting to read 
that “carers are by no means 
powerless people”. 

At £2.50, the book is worth 
buying and I recommend it to all 
carers and workers in the health 
and social services. 

Margaret Jefferies 


! Please send me further information on the ALVEMA MAX | 
abs | 
<P ADDRESS | 
: wane | 
| _ _, ORTHO-KINETICS, Sole UK Distributors of the Alvema Range, i 
Care Chair Division, Gaffney House, 190 Commercial Road, Totton, Southampton, Hants. | 
ae @ Southampton 0703 863629 J 


Disability: Faith and 
Acceptance 


by W Graham Monteith 
(The Saint Andrew Press, Edin- 
burgh, £4.95) 


This book is the first in a new 
series, “Pastoral Care and Ethical 
Issues”. Its author is a minister of 
the Church of Scotland, re- 
sponsible for several churches 
on the Isle of Orkney. 

The Rev Graham Monteith 
writes from personal experi- 
ence, as he has athetoid cerebral 
palsy, and he explains how, with 
ingenuity and some assistance 
from elders, he fulfills all the 
liturgical and pastoral work re- 
quired of a minister. 

This is a challenging, informa- 
tiive book. In one or two chap- 
ters in Part 1, I found the sequ- 
ence of ideas confusing and very 
occasionally Mr Monteith uses 
terms like “teleological theodi- 
cies,” for which I needed my dic- 
tionary. But most of the book is 


eminently practical and _ ba- 
lanced, with a wealth of up-to- 
date information about attitudes, 
services and needs. 

Along with views on topical 
issues like abortion (a particular- 
ly valuable contribution to the 
current debate), Mr Monteith 
develops his ideas about a theol- 
ogy of disability. This demons- 
trates how Christ identifies with 
disabled people and how on the 
cross he shows the same vulner- 
ability which so often concerns 
and frustrates those who are dis- 
abled. 

The author’s views about why 
God allows suffering and the 
place of disabled people in the 
world today are well argued. 

Mr Monteith is a realist, too, 
and with over 15 years of minis- 
try behind him, he now advo- 
cates a new ministry to and for 
disabled people. He believes that 
the world of disability is so diffe- 
rent from the “normal” world 
and so little understood that dis- 
abled people must be regarded 
as a special category within the 
Church. His ministry aims to 
challenge them through the Gos- 
pel and encourage them to par- 
ticipate fully in church life. 

The final chapter ends with a 
challenge to all Christians: “It 
would be the mark of a caring 
Church to solemnly declare that 
they must embark on a project to 
welcome disabled people with 
faith and acceptance into fel- 
lowship with Jesus Christ, who 
has identified with their plight 
and who will through grace 
show us all the way forward.” 

Margaret Morgan 


Look out for. .. 


Metal and Motion, organised 
by the Art Gallery and Museum 
of Brighton, appeals to the ear, 
eye and hand. Ten pieces can be 
touched. Exhibits include kine- 
tic sculptures and a wall of 
sound. At the York City Art Gal- 
lery, 19 March to 17 April. Tel: 
(0904) 623839. 


The Integrated London 
Shakespeare Company _ is 
looking for bookings for its pro- 
duction of Richard I in London 
and the home counties. The ILSC 
offers equal Opportunities to 
professional able-bodied and dis- 
abled performers. Contact Colin 


| Wyatt, tel: 01-837 6204. 


ONE COMPLETED COUPON AND 
DISABILITY NOW IS ANYONE’S 


Disability Now is the newspaper for disabled people. It will also 
interest parents, carers and professionals in the disability field. 


And it’s free! 
Every month it brings you: 


What’s going on in Parliament, 
around the country and abroad. 


INFORMATION 


about benefits, conferences, 
services, aids and equipment, 
holidays, sport and leisure. 


VIEWS 


Professional and personal on 
anything to do with disability. 


FEATURES 


on politics, travel, motoring, 
micro-technology, fashion, 
books, the arts and personal 
problems. 


If you're not getting Disability Now — or you know someone 
who isn't but would like to — just complete the coupon below. 


Please put me on the Disability Now circulation list 


(Donations gratefully accepted). 


L_ (Donations grate 


Send to Gayle Mooney, Circulation 
Freepost, 12 Park Crescent, London WIE 


elena Post Code...............000000. i 
i Nd Room 2B, Disability Now, 
3FB I 
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alking into Kaleidescope, an 
ibition at the Bedford Hill 
ery in Balham, London, the 
ason for the title was im- 
diately obvious. I was struck 
y a barrage of colour. 

Like any large mixed exhibi- 
m, or even the pick ‘n’ mix 
counter at Woolworths, it con- 
used me with such a variety 
yacked too closely together. 
With 175 works by over 60 
sts, I felt I couldn’t see the 
es for the wood. Nevertheless 


axed style and confident feel 
r colour. A bird and tree in oils 
as very loose and exuberant. 
e has a good use of watercolour 
ging from a subtle interior to 
acky, highly stylized nude. 


ee 


Menagerie 


Disability can become so mag- 
nified in one’s mind that it dis- 
orts self-image and builds a 
ental hurdle out of all propor- 
ion to the original disability. 

_ That this could be so sym: 


measure of the genius of Tennes- 
see Williams. 

_ The Glass Menagerie is Wil- 
iams’ most autobiographical 
lay and first critical success. Set 
in a claustrophobic, decaying 
tenement in 1930s St Louis, it 
tells the story, in flashbacks, of 
the Wingfield family. © 
Outside, as Tom (John Malko- 
vich), the poet-narrator son ex- 
plains, war looms in Europe, 
while the American middle-class 
“was matriculating in a school 
for the blind. Their eyes failed 
them, or they had failed their 
eyes, and so they were having 
their fingers pressed forcibly 
down on the fiery braille 
alphabet of a dissolving ¢co- 
nomy.” ge? AL 920 i 
Dissolving too is the family, 


rabam Lewis displayed his versatility, “with works in ceramic, 
int and pencil, 3 of which are above. 


Good pieces from Graham 
Lewis included some simply but 
beautifully decorated plates. 


= S 


Karen Allen as Laura (left) with Joanna Woodward as Amanda. 


presided over by Amanda Wing- 
field (Joanna Woodward), a 
faded, matriarchal Southern Bel- 
le who lost her social position 
through bad marriage to a long 
since departed charmer — “a tele- 
phone operator in love with long 
distances”. 

Tom is torn between having to 
work in a warehouse to support 
his infuriating mother and much- 
loved sister Laura (Karen Allen ay 
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John Collier’s work was in- 
deed kaleidescopic: geometri- 
cally fragmented, brightly col- 
oured grounds — one a lively, 
assertive self-portrait. 

Also fragmented were Annette 
Hailstone’s drawings — pastel 
shades built up into quirky, re- 
markably beautiful images. 

Helen Buggy’s frenetic, vib- 
rant pictures appealed as well. 
Her houses seemed to be shy, 
giggly, provocative faces. 

The edge of humour was also 
evident elsewhere. Kay Richer- 
son’s drawing which states 
“Keep away food fish” had me 
giggling. 

The exhibition was promoted 
as work by students with learn- 
ing difficulties at five centres in 
Clapham and Battersea and I felt 
that there were a number of 
problems inherent in this. 

Art-practice can play an excel- 
lent role in developing confide- 
nce, self-image and means of ex- 
pression for anyone. But the 
work itself may not be significant 
outside the context of therapy. 
So I, for instance, exhibit my 
sculptures but not my drawings. 

Art can also play a vital role in 


and his desire to leave and be- 
come a writer. 

A childhood disease left Laura 
with one leg shorter than the 
other. Her self-consciousness ab- 
out this minor disability has ren- 
dered her crippled by shyness, 
content to spend her days listen- 
ing to an old phonograph and 
contemplating her collection of 
ornamental glass animals — the 
menagerie of the title. 
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challenging attitudes. The value 
of presenting public exhibitions 
by any group of people desig- 
nated “disabled” lies in challeng- 
ing attitudes imaginatively. 

We must rule out the possibil- 
ity of people saying “Oh, art by 
the mentally handicapped (sic), 


Alice Richards’ Swan: significant 
outside a therapy context? 


yes, isn’t it good.” We must 
attack the stereotype. 

Ruthless selection of work and 
more professional presentation 
are vital. Only in this way can we 
break down patronizing barriers 
and allow the talents of these 
artists to be appreciated on their 
own terms. 

Adam Reynolds 


Her slide into spinsterhood is 
watched with mounting dismay 
by Amanda and Tom: she, 
haunted by her own golden 
youth; he, strangled by his frus- 
trated dreams. 

The dilemma has added poig- 
nancy because Williams himself 
had an absent father and watch- 
ed his sister gradually sink into 
mental illness after choosing to 
leave to pursue his writing. 

As a sop to his mother’s in- 
creasing fears for Laura, Tom 
arranges for a “gentleman caller” 
to come to dinner, Jim (James 
Naughton), his workmate and 
only friend. 

The second part of the film 
deals with how Jim’s affable ordi- 
nariness and warmth overcome 
Laura’s paralysing shyness. 

As they talk about disappoint- 
ment, failure and differentness, 
Laura is gradually made to feel 
special — one imagines for the 
first time in her life. “Being diffe- 
rent is nothing to be ashamed of. 
Because other people are not 
such wonderful people,” says 
Jim. “They’re 100 times 1,000. 
You're one times one! They walk 
all over the earth. You just stay 
here. They’re common as weeds, 
but you, well, you're Blue 
Roses!” 

Thankfully the ending is as 
faithful to the original as the rest 
of the film, and director Paul 
Newman succeeds in translating 
one of the great plays of the 20th 
century into a fine and moving 
film. 

Julian Marshall 
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Nabil Shaban — 
as an actor 
he needs no 


concessions 
for his disability:- 


The Emperor (BBC2, 5 Febru- 
ary) was a television adaptation 
— cleverly done — of a stage play 
featuring, among others, Nabil 
Shaban. In the light of the con- 
troversy over Nabil in other tele- 
vision circles, (see page 3) it 
made some telling points. 

As an actor Nabil needs no 
concessions given to him for his 
disability. All the parts he took 
had no relation to disability, but 
his physical characteristics were, 
used to good effect. Unfortunate-~" 
ly, the play also showed that in 
purely facial terms, Nabil can be 
described as a stereotype villain. 
Even when taking on a character 
not meant to impart wickedness, 
his charm was akin to that of J R 
Ewing! 

Whether this constitutes the 
now infamous “frightening” look 
is anyone’s guess. Tbe Emperor 
certainly proved that Nabil’s 
acting skills are abundant. He de- 
serves to avoid type casting. 

Another actor who avoided 
type casting was David Rappa- 
port, who was a guest star in LA 
Law (ITV, 21 and 28 January ). 

Whether restricted growth is 
a disability or, more likely, a 
handicap, I’m not sure, but for a 
small person to play a lawyer 
handling prestigious court cases 
is certainly going against type. 
Another copy book case of hows 
to incorporate physical differ- 
ence into drama. 

Before David Alton’s Bill pas- 
sed through the Commons, both 
sides of the argument about dis- 
ability and abortion were put 
forward in Whose Choice? 
(Split Screen series, BBC2, 18 
January ). To its credit, the prog- 
ramme included disabled 
women. Link (ITV, 17 January), 
on the other hand, devoted a 
whole programme to an inter- 
view with David Alton himself. If 
Link doesn’t give the disability 
point of view on a topic like this, 
there’s something wrong. 

I was prepared to slam 
Wogan’s handling of Christy 
Nolan (Wogan, BBC1, 20 Janwy 
ary), but everyone else has 
beaten me to it. It worries me 
that the Nolan family is reported 
to be happy with the interview. 
Anyone who saw One in Four 
(BBC2, 9 February) interview 
Eddie Wong will know the solu- 
tion. Communication can be 
provided by fore-thought and 
clever editing. All credit must go 
to Christopher Hutchins, the 
programme’s producer. I hope 
Wogan and Co take note. 

Appeals usually sensationalise 
disability. The segment by Ade. 
Edmondson with Stephen Fry 
and a group of disabled people 
for A Night of Comic Relief 
(BBC1, 5 February) was the ex- 
ception. While asking for money, 
it corrected inappropriate atti- 
tudes. No mean feat! 

Chris Davies 


Look out for... 
40 Minutes (BBC2, 10 March at,..... 
9.30) will be. about Alison 
French, a young woman with cp 
featured in previous 40 minutes 
programmes. 


| 
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Share Your Problems 


With Margaret Morgan 


There are 
others in 
the same 
small boat 


We often fail to recognise how 


q-smportant it is to find someone 


~else who has, what seems to you 
at the time, an insoluble and uni- 
que problem. 
After Jackie Keirs was featured 
in this column (August 1986) 
and later interviewed on 
Woman’s Hour, a listener got in 
touch with Jackie saying that she 
too had rare thalmic pain, (due 
to damage to the pain- 
controlling part of the brain) 
which no one understood. The 
woman was enormously rfe- 
_ lieved and comforted to find 


‘ someone who had exactly the 


< 


same symptoms, thus confirming 
that she was not just being 
neurotic. 

The following letters raise 
specific difficulties. The writers 
have asked if there are others in 
similar situations whom they 
could contact. If anyone can 
help, please write to me c/o Dis- 
ability Now (address on page 
16) and I will be glad to pass 
your letters on. 


“I have athetoid cerebral 
palsy and am affected in all 
four limbs and in my speech. 
Eight years ago I could sit ata 
table and eat normal food 
without too much difficulty. 
All I needed was my food cut 
up and a straw for drinking. 

“In 1980 it became hard to 
swallow solids and over the 
next two years it got progres- 
sively more difficult, even 
with iced water to reduce the 
spasm. 

“In 1986 it was much harder 
to drink and I became very 


dehydrated. I went into hos- 
pital and had a gastrotomy. 

“T have not given up trying 
to eat and drink normally, 
but it is hard work. My speech 
therapist has been a great 
help through the years and 
what we do not know about 
setbacks and plodding on is 
not worth knowing! 

“Do you know anyone who 
has dysphagia (difficulty with 
swallowing)? People with cp 
are all different but I cannot 
help feeling that there must 
be others who have come up 
against this problem. Maybe 
we can help each other.” 


“Please can you tell me 
whether my daughter’s prob- 
lem is a common one with cp 
children and adults. Is there 
any advice that you or other 
readers can give me about 
how best to help her? 

“Anna is now eleven and is 
moderately handicapped 
with the spastic type of cere- 
bral palsy. For about three 
years she has had a problem 
of stress incontinence when 
she laughs. At all other times 
she is perfectly continent, 
but as she is a very giggly 
child she is continually hav- 
ing accidents, particularly 
when she is at school with 
her friends. 

“The staff at her school are 
very understanding and 
make no fuss about the prob- 
lem but Anna still gets upset 
about it happening. 

“Our paediatrician has 
tried to help and Anna has 
had various treatments. No- 
thing seems to work, howev- 


er, and we wonder whether - 


Anna will just have to live 
with her problem and, hope- 
fully, will eventually grow 
out of giggling so much. 

“Any ideas from others 
with similar difficulties will 
be most welcome.” 


- Many more organisations are 


now recognising that there are 
specialist needs that can best be 
met by a “group within a group” 
or by co-operating with other 
groups or organisations. “A prob- 
lem shared is a problem halved”, 
and sometimes being in the same 
small boat is more comforting 
than sailing along with hundreds 
of others in an ocean-going liner! 

Headway, the National Head 
Injuries Association, is looking 
into the best ways of providing 
support for relatives and friends 
of people who are in a state of 


permanent coma, following in- | 


jury to the brain. 

A very moving article 
appeared in the Christmas 1987 
issue of Headway News express- 
ing the anguish of a mother 


whose son is in this condition. | 


She writes: “People began to 
ignore me. I became an embar- 
rassment. I felt I had the plague. I 
had leprosy. Even my friends 
couldn’t cope with me. It wasn’t 
me they couldn’t cope with, it 
was the situation. If I could 
accept the fact that I would 
rather my son were dead than so 
badly brain damaged, why 
couldn’t they?” 

Reg Talbott, Director of Head- 
way, 200 Mansfield Road, Not- 
tingham NG1 3HX, will be glad 
to hear from anyone whose rela- 
tive or friend is in this condition. 

Do please let me know of any 
other specialised needs and 
problems where support from 
those facing similar situations 
would be helpful. 


The disabled child 
deserves as much 


freedom and mobility 


as possible to help 
them take a more 


active role in family 
life. The Travel Chair 
helps solve so many 


problems due to its 
unique design. At 
: ‘ home it becomes a 


high charr, reclines to 


become a relaxer; 


outside it serves asa 
* rugged pushchair and in 
the carit becomes the 


child's car seat. 


Stabiliser. Built-in for 
adjustable stability 


_Somany _ 
ae -choices 


The Adaptive 


Travel Chair— 


Soft nde 
wheels 


ps ted 


brake system 
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Ortho-Kinetics (UK)Limuted 
E- J’ Gaffney House, 190 Commercial Road 
Totton, SOUTHAMPTON, Hants 


Tel. Southempton(0703)863629 
Please send me further information on the Travei Chair 


Address 


DN/3/88 
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(6) SE aie A ee 2) AR RE 


Horticultural Therapy is holding Study Days around the countr 
from March-October. The days are practical and cover everything 
from growing herbs to designing a garden. Fees are £60 for na 
members and this includes a year’s membership, a quarterly magazi 
and a range of special services. Bursaries for individuals or those fror 
voluntary organisations may be available. Horticultural Therap 
Goulds Ground, Vallis Way, Frome, Somerset, tel: (0373) 64782. 


Possum teach-ins for March: free one-day demonstrations by qual. 
ified instructors of all aspects of the full range of Possum equipment 
Opportunities for “hands-on” experience. 15th — Bronglais Hospital 
Aberystwyth; 17th — Hortham Hospital, Bristol; 23rd — Hammersmi 
Hospital, London W12. Details from Claudia Copland,. Possum Co 
trols, Paige s Green Road, Langley, Slough SL3 ODF. Tel: (0753 
79234. 


Enterprise-Aid Wheelchair demonstration. This prototy 
wheelchair, which is equipped with production tools and a display 
facility to enable disabled people to make small items and sell them 
will be demonstrated by its inventor Francis Holton in Dean’s Yard 
Westminster, London from 10.30-3.30 on 12-14 April. 


Do We Learn? is a one-day course on 27 April organised by VOCAL, tc 
examine how teachers, educational psychologists and speech therap 
ists work together to help people with speech and language disorders 
At the Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, 1 Lambeth High Street 
London SE1. £25. For more details ¢e/: 01-274 4029. 


Meldreth Manor School is holding a week of events to celebrate it 
21st anniversary, from 30 April to 6’May including open days fo 
parents, past students, volunteers etc, and It’s a Knockout competi 
tion. There will be an exhibition and a seminar ’ 


NAIDEX, The National Aids for Disabled People Exhibition, wil 
take place at the National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham on 11-12 
May from 10-5.15 on the first 2 days and 10-4.30 on the last day. There 
will be 153 exhibitors showing equipment, aids and publications 
including Disability Now’s own stand. Entrance is free. For furthe) 
information fel: (0892) 44027. 


Courses at Castle Priory 


The Churches Contribution to the Pastoral Needs of Adult: 
with Disabilities — a short course for clergy and laity involved witt 
people who have learning or physical disabilities. 25-27 April. Tuitior 
£53. Residence £49. Non-residence £20. : 


Hampshire Assessment Materials — a one day workshop for practi 
tioners on the use of HALO (Hampshire Assessment for Living with 
Others) and HANC (Hampshire New Curriculum) for people wit 
severe learning difficulties. 6 May. Inclusive fee £28. 


A 


Listening and Responding — a basic course for staff to improve lay 
counselling skills in relation to those with whom they work. 13-15 
May. Tuition £53. Residence £49. Non-residence £20. 

The Basic Motor Pattern — a trans-disciplinary course for those plan 
ning treatment or developing skills with children who have cerebra 
palsy. Tutor Ester Cotton. 20-22 May. Tuition £53. Residence £49 
Non-residence £20. 


Prone & Supiad Boards 
Freedom Stander 
Corner Chairs 
Therapy Swings 
Potty Chairs 
Foam Wedges: 

Bath Chairs. 
Tricycles 
Side Lying Boards 


Adjustable Tables 


Rolls, Blocks, etc 
: Rift 


EQUIPMENT FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN & ADULTS 
Fully illustrated CATALOGUE available free 
Robertsbridge, E. Sussex TN32 5DR — phone 0580 880626 
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The Easiplay Audio Cassette 
player is specially for people 


_ who have difficulty with switch- 
~ es and dials. All the user has to do 
is put in a tape. The Easiplay 
_ switches itself on, turns the tape 
over, ejects the tape and switch- 


es itself off. 


If you don’t want to hear the 
whole tape, there is a remote 
control device to stop it. The 


cassette player has _ sliding 
volume and tone controls, fast 
rewind  “light- 
action” buttons which are 
colour-coded for the partially 
sighted and a sturdy design. 
Easiplay costs £104+VAT 


_ (plus £3.75 p&p) from Clarke & 
Smith Manufacturing Co Ltd, Mel- 
bourne House, Melbourne Road, 
Wallington, Surrey SM6 8SD. 


Conventional scissors with 
thumbholes can be difficult for 
some people to hold and they 
may have problems squeezing 
the blades together. Spring- 
assisted scissors with straight 
handles, which can be gripped 
by all fingers, have been pro- 
duced by Quickstep of Hastings. 
When the blades are pushed 
together, a spring makes them 
meet, so no strength is needed. 
Safety features include round- 
ed blade ends and a self-locking 
position for the blades between 
the handles, when not in use. 
The scissors cost £5.06 in- 


_ cluding p&p, from Quickstep 


Ltd, Castleham, Hastings, East 
Sussex TN38 9NB, and under £5 
from most good hardware shops. 
7S SS 


The Stetro Pencil Grip is a very 
simple, inexpensive piece of 
moulded plastic, designed to 
make holding pens and pencils 
more comfortable. 

The grip is slipped onto the 
pen and can be used by people 
who are right or left-handed. It 
gives a larger, “finger-shaped” 
area to hold on to and is suitable 
for people with restricted hand 
movements or arthritis. 

12 grips cost £2.95 (+ VAT) 
-and 72 cost £16.95 (+VAT), 
from the manufacturers, LDA, 
Duke Street, Wisbech, Cam- 
bridgeshire PE13 2AE. 
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Professor Stephen Hawking, 
head of the Department of Ap- 
plied Mathematics and Theore- 
tical Physics at Cambridge Uni- 


‘versity, has been awarded the 


1988 Woolf Prize in Physics. He 
won it for his work on the phy- 
sics of “black holes”. His genius 


PEOPLE 


has been compared to that of 
Einstein and he has been consi- 
dered for the Nobel Prize. 

Professor Hawking, aged 42, 
who is married with 3 children, 
has motor neurone disease, a 
“degenerative disease” which 
confines him to a wheelchair. In 
1985 his trachea was removed 
and he now speaks by using a 
voice computer. Asked if disabil- 
ity had hampered him, he said: 
“It has not been a serious hand- 
icap. Theoretical physics is good 
for disabled people because it is 
all in the mind.” 

He shares the award with Pro- 
fessor Roger Penrose of Oxford 
University and they will travel to 
Jerusalem in May to be pre- 
sented with it by the Israel-based 
Woolf foundation. 


Mrs Joyce Smith OBE has re- 
ceived the Patron’s Award for 
her services to people with cere- 
bral palsy. She is the first person 
connected with The Spastics 
Society to receive her award per- 


of Kent. Mrs Smith was chairman 
of the Society for 6 years, from 
1981-6. She is president of the 
West region and vice-chairman 
of Cerebral Palsy Overseas. 


‘To the handica 


ped 


it’s a world of difference. 


controlled by minimal movement, including air 
switches, operated by a light touch of finger or toe. 


Simple-to-use electric appliances and controls 


can help disabled people enjoy easier, more 


independent lives. 


The plug adaptor shown above, for example, 


enables arthritic hands to secure a grip more readily. 
We can advise you on this and other aids for the 


disabled and the elderly, such as modified cooker 
controls, time switches for electric blankets and 


lights, and switches that can be operated by a walking 


stick or an elbow. 


For the severely handicapped, electricity also 


contributes to a range of equipment 


ili ELECTRICITY 


Energy for Life ——— 


a 


—— 


There are fuller details in our free “Making 
Life Easier for the Disabled” booklet. 

Just send the coupon to Pat McNally and she'll 
be pleased to send you a copy. 


To: Pat McNally, Electricity Publications, PO Box 2, Feltham, 


Middlesex. TW14 OTG. 


: i Please send me your “Making Life Easier for the Disabled” booklet. 


Name 


Address See ee 


Post Code 
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The Visitors’ Club scheme is 


now being run by the John 
Grooms Association and is offer- 
ing members concessionary 
rates, if they want a holiday in 
London, at the Tara Hotel, Ws. 
Ten rooms have been adapted to 
suit people in wheelchairs or 
with other disabilities. Each 
room has a specially equipped 
bathroom. To join the Visitors’ 
Club, contact John Grooms Holi- 


day Dept, 10 Gloucester Drive, 
London N4 2LP. Tel: 01-802 
7272 


Gillmour Travel Services pro- 
vide personalised holidays for 
disabled people. Each holiday is 
tailor-made to the particular in- 
terests of each family, who fill in 
a questionnaire before their 
itinerary is planned. Touring 
holidays are their speciality, 


Applications or nominations 
are invited for: 


GREATER LONDON 
DANCE AND MIME 


AWARDS 1988 


Awards of up to £1,000 are offered to professional dance or mime 
artists practising in any style, who live or work in Greater London. The 
awards are intended to assist the development of an artist’s own work 
and are not available for initial training fees. Winners will be chosen on 
the basis of GLA’s assessment of their previous and current 
contribution to the developmentof dance or mime in London. \f there 
is someone else whose contribution you admire, it is possible for you 


to nominate them. 


Greater London Arts will take every opportunity to see the work of 
applicants or nominees. This means there is anecessary gap 
between the application date and the decision date. This year 
decisions will be made by September. 


Application/nomination forms are available from Lynn Maree or 
Linda Dyos, Greater London Arts, 9 White Lion Street, London N1 
9PD, tel: 01-837 8808. They should include the names of two 
referees, whom GLA will contact, and should be returned not later 


than 31 March 1988. 


‘Greater London Arts 
9 White Lion Street 
London N1 9PD 
@ 01-837 8808 


CREATING 
AWARENESS. 


ENCOURAGING 
OPPORTUNITY. 
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At the LBDRT we work with 1] London Boroughs to 


represent the interests of those with all tyoes of 
disability. We help to implement practical policies 
aimed at combating discrimination against 


people with disabilities and ensuring their full 


integration and participation in community life. 


_ Amongst the services we offer are training courses 


on disability awareness, employment practices 
and communication, as well as taping and 
brailling facilities and sign language 
interpretation. We also publish a wide range of 


materials about disability and maintain a library of 


print, audio and video materials. 

The Team is based at County Hall and comprises 
two units dealing with Direct Services and Borough 
Liaison as well as a central Directorate. To join us 
you ll need to be a good communicator and 
skilful organiser, committed to promoting the full 
involvement of people with disabilities in 
community life. 
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with trips made in an adapted 
Nissan Prairie and conducted by 
John Bell, a qualified teacher of 
mentally ‘handicapped children 
and social worker. Contact John 
Bell, Gillmour Travel Services, 
Gillmour House, Blennerhasset, 
Carlisle CAS 3RE. Tel; (0965) 
px, iets BP 


Guide to Mobility Allowance 


is a new publication from the 
Disability Alliance Educational 
and Research Association. The 
guide gives important advice on 
how to present a case, what to 
expect and how to appeal if your 
claim is turned down. 
Thousands of people have been 
successful in getting Mobility 
Allowance after an appeal. The 
Guide is available from 25 De- 
nmark Street, London WC2H 
8NJ, &2 for advisers and £1 for 
claimants (post free ). 


Nominations are invited for the 
Ravenswood International 
Awards. These awards are given 
to individuals or teams who, via 
the arts, have improved the qual- 
ity of life for adults who are pro- 
foundly mentally handicapped. 
Closing date for entries is 1 April. 
Entry forms and details from 
Ravenswood International 
Awards, 221 Golders Green 
Road, London NW11 9DZ. Tel: 
01-458 3282 ext 422. 


GLAD, the Greater London Asso- 
ciation for Disabled People, has 
produced a booklist for disabil- 
ity information services. De- 
signed to help organisations pro- 
vide better information to dis- 
abled people, it is available free 
of charge from GLAD, 336 Brix- 
ton Road, London SW9 7AA. 
Please send SAE. 


Trip Talk would be a useful 
thing to pack if you are planning 
your summer holiday. It’s a 
pocket-sized picture book, 
covering essentials such as food, 
money, transport, accommoda- 
tion and medicine. Originally de- 
signed for people abroad and un- 
able to speak the language, it is 


also handy for those with im- 
paired speech. The picture cards 
come in a plastic folder and are 
easy to flip over. Trip Talk costs 
&5-&6 and is available from Day- 
ston Ltd, 34-36 Maddox Street, 
London WIR 9PD. Tel: 01-629 
3240. 


The Stichting Vakantie en 
Handicap (Holiday and 
Handicap Association) offer 
independent holidays abroad for 
people with physical disabilities 
by having a permanent assist- 
ance service in the South of 
France and mobile assistance. 
This includes information, 
Dutch English-speaking nurses, 
transport, day care, 24-hour 
emergency service etc, and can 
be arranged to rendezvous with 
or accompany clients. 


Brochures from Hulpdienst Cote _ 


d’Azur (Assistance Service), -BP 
62, 83480 Puget-sur-Argens, 
France. Tel: France (010 33) 
94.45.60.95 


CO-ORDINATOR 


(Disability Awareness Training) 
This is a shared job role involving 173 hours per week. You'll be 
participating in the running, development and promotion of our 
Disability Awareness Training Programme for Local Authority staff; 
devising and implementing a variety of training materials. You'll 
also be responsible for co- ordinating a body of freelance trainers, 
matching their expertise and experience with Borough 
requirements for training courses, as well as working to recruit new 
trainers, especially from ethnic minority groups. To enable you to 
make a full and positive contribution in this field direct 


experience of disability is essential. 


BOROUGH LIAISON OFFICER 


Stackpole Home Farm has self- 


You will provide advice and assistance to Boroughs on issues such 
as consultation, employment, housing, planning and access; 
highlighting the impact their policies will have on people with 
disabilities and ensuring that individual Boroughs pursue 
complementary policies on these issues. For this you'll need a full 
understanding of disability issues and the relevant legislation, 
public policy and practice. As your work will include some 
responsibility for raising the public profile of the Team you'll need 
to show a knowledge of PR methods, possibly gained pe 
experience in public relations or press work. 


POLICY CO-ORDINATOR 


You'll be advising the London Boroughs Disability Committee, the 
participating Boroughs and other relevant bodies on policy issues 
in the field of disability, as well as helping to co-ordinate the 
efforts of the Team as a whole. In addition to a knowledge of 
statutory and voluntary activity for. people with disabilities you 
should have.a proven ability for providing well-argued, objective 
analyses of complex policy issues. You will need to organise your 
own and others’ time and establish good working relationships 
throughout the Borough Councils and within the community, so 
you should be able to show excellent communication and 
motivational skills. Some experience of social services policy 
which could be developed in post should be demonstrated. 
Because all applicants for the above pasts should show an 
understanding of the discrimination encountered by people with 
all types of disability and of the multiple disadvantages 
experienced by people with disabilities from minority groups 
within the community, applications are particularly encouraged 
from people with disabilities. 

Applicants are considered on the basis of their suitability for the 
post with equal opportunities for women, black/ethnic minorities, 
lesbians and gay men and people with disabilities and 
regardless of marital status, age, creed/religion and unrelated 
criminal conviction, 

All posts are open for job sharing. 

A salary of £11,322 - £13,173 plus London Weighting is being 
offered (on a pro rata basis for those involved in job sharing 
schemes) plus a full range of benefits. For application forms and 
further details contact Cliff Howell, LBDRT, Room 92/95, The 
County Hall, London SE1 7PB. Tel: 01-633 3880. 


catering cottages or group 
accommodation set in “one of 
the most beautiful 
Trust areas of Britain”. It com- 


“bines lake, woodland and cliff 


scenery and has a range of activi- 
ties, including adventure trails, 
canoeing .and _ pony-trekking. 


Contact The Stackpole Trust | 
‘Centre, Home Farm, Stackpole, 


Pembroke, Dyfed SA71 a Tel: 
(0646) 81425. 


Threshold Travel Ltd have 
moved to PO Box 25, Wythen- 
shawe, Manchester M23 9JB. Tel: 
061-905 1144. See January DN’s 
holiday feature for details of holi- 
days offered. 


Shape, the arts organisation has 
been renamed and is now called 
“SHAPE London, a future for dis- 
abled people in the arts”. 


Church Action on Disability 


(CHAD) has expanded and has 
taken over the magazine Al/ Peo- 
ple. It is now an ecumenical, all 
disability quarterly, edited by 
Disability Now’s problem page 
writer, Margaret Morgan. Mem- 
bership of CHAD is £5 a year (or 
whatever you can afford). Sub- 
scriptions and membership from 
The Hon Secretary, CHAD, Char- 
isma Cottage, Drewsteignton, 
Exeter EX6 6OQR. 


Arts -Centres & Creative 
Opportunities for Disabled 
People is a guide listing more 
than 400 arts centres, theatres 
and groups which cater for peo- 
ple with special needs. Pub- 


. lished by RADAR, the guide costs 


£3 including p&p, from 25 Mor- 


- timer Street, London WIN 8AB. 


Beginning Braille, the RNIB 


reading scheme for visually 
handicapped adults, has been 
updated. The course consists of 
4 braille booklets, 4 cassettes of 
instructions and notes in print. It 
is available from RNIB Customer 
Services, 224 Great Portland 
Street, London WIN GAA, fel: 01- 
388 1266. Price £6.95. 


Share your 
problems by 
- phone 


If you want advice on a per- 
sonal or spiritual problem, 
why not talk to Lin Ber- 
wick, Disability Now’s 
telephone — counsellor, 
who is disabled herself? 


Lin is at the end of the 


line on Monday after- 
noons from ipm to 5pm, 
and on Thursdays from 
6pm to 10pm. 

Her telephone number 
is Hornchurch (04024) 
58325. 


OBITUARY | 


Mrs Connie’ Stableford, of 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, died 
on 31 December aged 86. 

She joined The Spastics Socie- 
ty in 1954 in Sale, Manchester, 
where with the late Mrs Lil 
Stockdale she worked to raise 


money to start the Sale work - 


centre, and then took an active 
part in the day-to-day running of 
the centre. 

Later she and her husband 
joined the Colwyn Bay and Dis- 
trict Group where she was chair- 
man for 4 years and later served 
for many years as chairman of 
the Welfare Committee. The 
Society has lost a wonderful 
worker and we in Colwyn Bay 
have lost a dear friend and col- 
league. RO 


National | 
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Holidays 
ENDCLIFFE HOTEL,Cliftonville, Mar- 
gate, Kent. Sea front on level ground. 
Open all year. Caters specifically for the 
elderly, infirm and disabled. Full board. 
Day trips. Nightly entertainment. Re- 


' duced rates for groups. Free transport to/ 


from hotel possible. Prices from £110 
weekly. For further details contact: En- 
dcliffe Hotel, First Avenue, Cliftonville, 
Kent CT9 2LE, tel: (0843) 221829. 


THORNBURY HALL HOTEL, Churnet 
Valley. Specialised facilities for all disabi- 
lities. Companion service available (no 
extra cost) to allow all the family to en- 
joy themselves. Conference facilities and 
study/craft courses available on request. 
Colour TV in all bedrooms, single rooms 
available. Games room. Hotel stands in 5 
acres of ground amidst beautiful coun- 
tryside. Prices from £21.50 a day full 
board. For a brochure contact Thorn- 
bury Hall Hotel, Lockwood Road, Kings- 
ley Holt, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs ST10 
2DH, tel: (0538) 757220. 


’AbleAid 


For sensitive and sensible 
alterations, adaptations, and 
new-build for the disabled 
domestic and commercial 
hotels, colleges, offices, 
shops, granny flats, extra 
bathrooms, eic. 


086-77-3583/3936 

18 Templars Close, 
Wheatiey, 

OXFORD 0X9 1PA 


Musical skills preferred. 


BES AY 
INVALID CHILDRENS 
AID NATIONWIDE 


culture. 


London EC1V 2PH. Tel: 01-608 2462. 


CAN is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


FIRST CHANCE PROJECT 
- ASSISTANT COORDINATOR/ 
ARTS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


We require an Assistant Coordinator/Arts Development Officer to work with a small team in 
Hammersmith and Fulham. Responsibilities will include assisting the coordinator with the 
everyday running of the project, and the promotion and support of initiatives in disability art 


For Sale 
CARAVAN — Custom-built Thomson T- 
line 2 berth tourer. Awning and ramps, 
floor socket for portable hoist. Very good 
condition. £1,000 ono. Tel: (0794) 
22248. 


~ELECTRIC MOBILITY WHEELCHAIR 


(RASCAL) Used 1 year only. Extremely 
reliable and easy to drive. Dry cell batter- 
ies. Simple to dismantle and in boot 
of car. £950. Tel: (0608) 737421. 


BATRICAR, Sunshine Yellow, 3 years 
old, excellent condition, heavy duty bat- 
teries, spare wheel on wheel carrier, 
shopping bag bracket, wing mirrors, bat- 
t charger. Cost £1,900, will accept 
£695. Tel: (0274) 496667. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS/ 
SCOOTERS/BATTERY CARS. All makes, 
models wanted and for sale. Nearly new, 
hardly used from half price. Demonstra- 
tions and collections. Free advice. All 
areas. Contact Mr Gibbons. Tel: 021-357 
4965 anytime. 


LET US TRY AND HELP 
YOU FIND A PENFRIEND, 
FRIEND OR PARTNER 


All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevailier Street 
ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 


TWO PERFORMER/COMPANY MEMBERS (women or men) 

Applications welcome from all performers interested in the company’s work. Solent Peoples Theatre is 
a professional community theatre company, touring the Hampshire area. The Company is working 
towards a full Equal Opportunities Policy and wishes to take positive action to employ performers from 
ethnic minority groups; performers with disabilities; and performers playing the over-thirty age range. 


First Auditions in London 11th-12th March, final workshop audition in Southampton on 17th March, 
contract commences Monday, 28th March 1988. 

PLEASE WRITE TO SOLENT PEOPLES THEATRE, The Heathfield Centre, Valentine Avenue, Sholing, 
Southampton, Hampshire, S02 9EQ for a job description and application form; or RING 0703 
443943. PLEASE DO NOT SEND C.V. OR PHOTOGRAPH at this point. 


For further details and application forms contact: 
Mary Rankin, Personnel Officer, Allen Graham House, 198 City Road, 


This post is funded by Hammersmith and Fulham Council, and Job Sharers are welcomed. | 


As disabled people are underrepresented at this level of management such applicants are 
particularly welcomed. 
Closing date for applications: 31st March 1988 


ARE YOU 
LOOKING FOR 
A CHALLENGE? 
JASMINE IS 
LOOKING FOR 


Jasmine is a 12 year old black girl with a mental handicap who 
currently lives ina children’s home. She tends to be unsure with new 
people in her life but when confident and secure, is very warm and 
affectionate. She loves to sit on your lap or to have a cuddle and 
responds with a delightful smile which makes her face light up and her 
eyes sparkle. She is fond of music and enjoys swimming and going out. 
She loves to walk but her style of walking cairmake her unsteady on 
her feet. 

Jasmine has no speech but makes a variety of noises to indicate her 
feelings. She will need help with basic tasks such as washing, dressing 
and toiletting but usually makes a good attempt at feeding herself. 
We are looking for a family, preferably black, where Jasmine can be 
the youngest. Because she will require a lot of supervision, you will 
need to have much patience and a willingness to accept the slow 
progress she makes. Nevertheless, we believe she will bring rewards 

4 to the right family. 

We can offer regular social work support, respite care anda generous 
allowance. If you think you could meet the challenge of fostering 
Jasmine please contact Dawn Greenidge on 01-703 0941 at the 
London Borough of Southwark, Adoption & Fostering Unit, 
27/29 Camberwell Road, London SES OEZ 


STANNAH STAIR LIFT (13 tread), good 
working condition, 6 years old. Owners 
have moved and lift is in previous house 
in Tunbridge Wells. It can be removed 
and re-fitted elsewhere in area for £200. 
Lift itself £250 ono. Tel: (0892) 23783. 


NEWTON ELAN ELECTRIC WHEEL- 
CHAIR. Right hand controls. 6 years old. 
Needs slight attention. £275 ono. Tel: 
(092575) 2583. 


DISABILITY CAR SEAT. One year old. 
Cost over £500. Any offers, Harrison, 
Capel-St-Mary, tel: (0473 ) 310637. 


DATSUN PRAIRIE, E Reg 1986, 3,500 
miles. Electric carchair fitted, seldom 
used, passenger side. Battery charger. 


. £9,750, tel: 01-330 5559. 


ELECTRICALLY OPERATED CHAIR. 
Extends fully to reclining position. Cost 
£1,000, less than 1 year old. £600. West 
Midlands, tel: 020-333 2493. 
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SHARE COMMUNITY LTD 


THIS ADVERT IS FOR UNEMPLOYED 
DISABLED PEOPLE ONLY 
(MENTALLY OR PHYSICALLY) 

if you would like a job please read on. 
You have to be 6 months unemployed and receiv- 


ing some form of benefit. We could Pay you and 
Train you at the same time for up to 12 months in 
Clerical, Catering, Reception, Typing, Compu- 
ters, Wages, Cleaning, Word Processing, Book- 
keeping and Printing. 
For further information telephone 
Peter Jablonski or Michael Luvaglio on 
720 6354 
or write to Share Community Ltd, 140 Battersea Park 
Road SW11 4NB 


In January, 52 readers 
generously donated a total 
of £295 to Disability Now. 


Thank you to: 

Mrs Abigail, Staines, Middx 
Mrs Ash, Bedford 

Miss E Barker, Derby 

L Barton, Bristol 

The Bealey Foundation, East Molesey 
R Belli, Firenze, Italy 

P R Bonney, Baswich, Staffs 

M Bown, London 

Miss A Boyd, Gillingham, Kent 
Mr Bradley, Colchester 

A Bright, Todmorden, Lancs 
Mrs Brooks, Havant, Hants 

C M Burkhiil, Selly Oak 

Mrs Carniham, Berkhamsted 
Mr Cometson, Cwmbran, Gwent 
A Crosbie, Newfoundland, Canada 
Mrs E Cummings, Rainhill 

Mrs Curran, Stirling 

Miss Dullam, Mitcham 

Dr Fletcher, Launceston, Cornwall 
S Gallop, London 

Mrs Gentry, Carlisle 

Miss Guyatt, London 

Mr Hansen, Sleaford, Lincs 
Mrs Hill, Walsall 

Miss Hooper, Bovey Tracey, Devon 
L Leach, Ashton-under-Lyne 
MS Society, Teeside 

Mrs Nelson, St Helens 

Mr & Mrs Page, Sevenoaks 

R Parsons, Stockport 

H Payne, Katmandu, Nepal 
Mrs Quirk, Tavistock, Devon 
Mrs S A Ranson, Scunthorpe 
Mrs Riley, Grantham 

Sue Ryan, London 

A Schofield, Bradford 

B Selwood, Nottingham 

Mr Simmonds, Chertsey 

Mrs Thorne, Charminster 

J Tinsley, Peterborough 

Mrs R Trueman, Alvaston 

SJ Walker, London 

Mrs Whitehead, Leeds 

M Wilde, Sheffield 

Mrs Williams, London 

Mr Williams, Leicester 

Mrs Williams, Berkhamsted 
Mrs Wyatt, Malvern, Worcs 
and 3 anonymous supporters 


Please keep giving! 
Cheques and postal orders 
should be made out to The 
Spastics Society and sent to: 
Gayle Mooney, Room 2B, 
Disability Now, FREEPOST, 
12 Park Crescent, London 
WIE 3FB. 


Jobs Offered 


TALENTED DESIGNER for multi- 
disciplined company. Must have 
qualifications and experience in dis- 


ability design and architechtural or 
interior. Send CV to Ray Pinder, 
OPUS 3 DESIGNS, 297 Old Kent 
Road, London SE1 5JL. 


Find a Friend 

MALE AMPUTEE, MID-60s would wel- 
come disabled penfriends. Interests: 
reading, writing and receiving letters, 
music, TV and radio, current affairs, or 
what have you? Please write to Box No 
510, Disability Now, address on page 16, 
ae envelopes Private and Confiden- 
tial. 


LADY, 35, very interested in France and 
would like able-bodied pen friends with 
a similar interest, as I want to visit France 
and would even like to live there one 
day, although this would be a very big 
step to contemplate. Please write to Box 
No 508, Disability Now, address on page 
16, marking envelopes Private and Con- 
fidential. 


27-YEAR OLD ASIAN LADY secks com- 
panionship of a male friend. Must have a 
pleasant personality, good sense of 
humour and a determined approach to 
life. Please write to Box No 514, Disabil- 
ity Now, address on page 16, marking en- 
velopes Private and Confidential. 


DISABLED MAN, likes music and discos, 
meeting people and socialising, lives in 
Swansea area, would like to write to/ 
meet other people, disabled or able- 
bodied from 18-39. Please write to Box 
No 512, Disability Now, address on page 
16, marking envelopes Private and Con- 
fidential. 


CP MAN with speech disorder would | 
like to contact an able-bodied lady of 25- 


35 to correspond with. Must have an 
understanding of cp. Please write to Mr G 
Richardson, Box No 514,Disability Now, 
address on page 16, marking envelopes 
Private and Confidential. 


FEMALE, MID-30s in wheelchair, would 


like companion (non-smoker ) for shop- 
ping, days out etc. In East London/Essex 
area. Varied interests. Please write-4o Box 
No 511, Disability Now, address ot page 
16, marking envelopes Private and Con- 
fidential. 


Something to buy or 
sell? Looking for 
friends or staff? Why 


not advertise in DN? 
For £1.50 a line, you can 


reach over 25,000 people. 
(Minimum charge 4&6, Find-a-Frjend 
is free and all classified ads are free for 
members of The Spastics Society and 
affiliated groups. ) Phone 01-636 5020 


We'll give you a good reception 


at Greater London Arts! 


GREATER LONDON ARTS 


G 


to assist in GLA’s central administrative support unit and 
ensure all callers receive efficient and polite service. 


You’llassist: 


with operating the switchboard and ansaphone, as well as ensuring 
messages are referred to appropriate staff, 

welcoming visitors to the Association and notifying staff of their arrival, 
receiving, opening and distributing incoming mail, franking and despatching 
and undertaking general clerical duties. 


You'll need: 


— the ability to deal competently and courteously with a wide range of 


telephone and personal callers, 


— to operate a switchboard and answering machine (training provided, if 


necessary), 


— tobe able to work without close supervision. 


al 


“The ability to adhere to Association’s Equal Opportunities Policy is essential. 
Salary scale: NJC Spinal Points 10-17, £7,896—£9, 174, including London 


Weighting. 


Full details and application forms from: The Director, Greater London Arts, 
9 White Lion Street, London N1 9PD. Please quote Ref: REC 7 


Closing date for receipt of completed applications: Monday 21 March 1988. 


Greater London Arts welcomes applications from all sections of the 
community irrespective of an individual's sex, race, colour, ethnic or national 
origin, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities, age, political or religious 
bélief or responsibility for dependants. 


OO 
county Council nul Cul 
SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT 


Officer for People with Disabilities* 
£11,070-£12,882 


As part of our positive Equal Opportunities Policy, we are seeking a person with 
a disability for this important new Post.” 


The successful candidate will have a detailed knowledge of the particular 
employment and social needs of people with disabilities and the positive 
aspects of relevant legislation. She/he will be responsible for liaising with Chief 
Officers and developing consultation and communication between the County 
Council and groups of people with disabilities. She/he will also provide a 
Specialist Training Resource and assist the Equal Opportunities Officer in 
developing and monitoring policy in this area. 


Assistance with removal and relocation expenses will be provided in approved 
cases. Temporary housing accommodation may also be available within the 
County area. 


If you feel you have the necessary abilities, skills, and determination to 
succeed in this exciting new post, please contact The County Secretary, 
P.O. Box 100A, Municipal Buildings, Middlesbrough, Cleveland, 
(Telephone (0642) 248155 Ext. 2011) for further details. 


*Only people with disabilities are invited to apply for this post. Section 9(1) 
Disabled Persons (Employment) Act 1944 Applies. 
Closing date: 18th March, 1988. 


We are an equal opportunities employer. Job sharing arrangements will be 
considered and all applicants who have the support of the Disablement 
Resettlement Officer will be granted an interview. 


“Woman loses 


claim for night- 


time attendance 


A legal test-case making 
thousands of people on the low- 
er rate of attendance allowance 
eligible for an extra £10 a week 
has been overruled by the 
Government-appointed Attend- 
ance Allowance Board. 

Dorothy Moran, 57, who has 
epilepsy, lost a claim for the 
higher rate on the grounds that 
she does not need continual 
nighttime attention. 

The ruling follows a Court of 
Appeal decision last March that 
she was in need of 24-hour su- 
pervision. At the time, Ian Glick, 
counsel for the DHSS, feared that 
thousands of people with disabi- 
lities, ranging from diabetes and 
asthma to stroke victims would 
be able to claim nighttime 
attendance allowance, adding a 
possible £50 million to the 
annual benefits bill. The Court of 

Appeal referred the case to the 


board. 


The .DHSS, which expected 
Mrs Moran to win her case, took 
the unusual step of including a 
clause in the Social Security Bill 
(see Month in Parliament) 
which would outlaw. similar 
claims. 

Labour MP Frank Field, who 
brought the claim on Mfrs 
Moran’s behalf said: “The minis- 
ters must be shocked by this de- 
cision. It makes Clause 1 (of the 
Social Security Bill) completely 
redundant.” 

Mrs Moran had 12 fits in the 
last 9 months. Her husband told 
the board that if he were not at 
home, she would need 24-hour 
nursing care because she was at 
risk of hurting or even killing 
herself. 

The board, which includes 2 
consultant nerve specialists, said 
it aecepted a fit could be danger- 
ous, but that the danger was 
either unavoidable or could be 
minimised by suitable precau- 
tion, and therefore someone was 
not needed 24-hours a day. 

After a meeting with Nicholas 
Scott, the Social Security Minis- 
ter, Mr Field was assured that an 
appeal would be heard “within 
months.” 
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Surrounded by their work, winners of the Art oft the Hdndicspped Child Competition met the Gun last 
month. Actress Nanette Newman (left) presented them with their prizes. From left: Robert Sinclair, 
Mark Hemsworth, Barry Swaine, Phillip Summers, Julie Harding, Stephen Hookings. 


Invalid Children’s Aid Nationwide is 100 years old 


The Queen met budding young 
artists last month, as she officially 
opened an exhibition organised 
by Invalid Children’s Aid Nation- 
wide (I CAN), which is celebrat- 
ing its 100th birthday. 

The charity runs 3 schools for 
children with severe speech and 
language disorders and a school 
for asthmatic children. It also 
provides a network of family 
advice and support services, 
classes on independent living 
skills, riding therapy and helps 


disabled people to find employ- 
ment. 

The exhibition, called 1 CAN 
Paint, consists of nearly 300 
paintings by disabled children 
from all over the country who 
entered The Art of the Handicap- 
ped Child competition. The 
competition has been running 
since 1967, with this year’s en- 
tries coming from _ special 
schools, hospital schools and 
special units attached to main- 
stream schools. 


To mark the start of the char- 
ity’s centenary year the Queen 
also attended a thanksgiving ser- 
vice at St Paul’s Church, Covent 
Garden, where the founder of I 
CAN, the Reverend Allen Gra- 
ham, served as a curate. 


The I CAN Paint exhibition is at 
Waterloo Station from 29 
February to 14 March and will 
be touring the country through- 
out the year. It will be reviewed 
in DN next month. 


Griffiths report on community care stalled 


Sir Roy Griffiths’ report on Care 
in the Community, due for pub- 
lication last month, will not be 
released until mid or late March, 
probably after the Chancellor 
has announced next year’s 
budget. It has been with Social 
Services Minister John Moore 
since February. 

There were Opposition pro- 
tests in the Lords last month 
when Lord Skelmersdale, Under 


Secretary of State for Health and . 


Social Security, refused to give a 
commitment that the report 
would be published at all. 
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Sir Roy was asked by the Prime 
Minister in December 1986 to 
carry out a comprehensive re- 
view of care in the community, 
after an Audit Commission re- 
port condemned the existing 
system as inefficient and biased 
towards institutions. 

His committee collected evi- 
dence from local authorities, 
voluntary organisations and dis- 
ability groups all over the coun- 
try. ef 
Leaked details of the report’s 
likely contents published in The 
Sunday Times and The Indepen- 
dent support rumours that Sir 


| Roy will recommend radical 


changes to community care. 
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acute” services (eg for physically 
and/or mentally disabled people, 


elderly people and mentally ill 


people) may be shifted to local 
authorities. They would be en- 
couraged to buy services from 
the private or voluntary sectors 
or the NHS, whoever offered the 
best deal. 
@The report of the Wagner 
Committee, chaired by Lady Gil- 
lian Wagner, on the role of re- 


- sidential care, is also expected to 


be published in March. 


|Police break — 


3% law? 


Forty-four years after the Dis- 
abled Persons (Employment) 
Act said that disabled people 
should make up 3 per cent of a 
company’s workforce, the Met- 
ropolitan Police employs only 
111 out of 13,000 civilians — less 
than one per cent. 

The 1944 Act allows em- 
ployers to apply for an exemp- 
tion permit if they have a vacan- 
cy and no suitable disabled per- 
son is available, or if the building 
is inaccessible. But according to 
the Department of Employment 
the Metropolitan Police have not 
applied for one. 

“The problem is in placing 
people with disabilities,” said 
John Hamilton, the Met’s Dis- 
abled Persons Liaison Officer. 
“It’s not a problem if someone 
has a limp but it’s difficult when 
people are in wheelchairs be- 


cause many of our buildings are | 


very old with steep stairs. We are 
limited from improving access 
by lack of money.” 

But Sally Reynolds, policy 
officer at the London Boroughs 
Disability Research Unit, argues 
that the problem is not police 
buildings but police attitudes. 

“The thinking is ‘if someone 
has a limp, then OK, but anyone 
else wouldn’t be able to cope’,” 
she said. “There is very little that 
can’t be adapted with minimum 
changes, but they haven’t even 
approached it.” 

Her research on equal oppor- 
tunities at the Met found that 
“there are few jobs on the civi- 
lian side that couldn’t be done by 
people with disabilities.” - 

Walter Easey,- police policy 


- advisor to the Association of 


London. Authorities, believes 
that the Met is at least Lee 
the spirit of the law. 

“Their inaction on employing 


people with disabilities is not . 
_ malevolent, just unthinking,” he 


said. 

“We are not happy about the 
situation and are trying to give 
disabled people every-opportun- 
ity we can,” said John Hamilton 
for the police. 
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